THE EARTH—ITS FALL, REDEMPTION, ETC.

over the fair face of creation—the
earth was cursed—sickness, pain, and
misery ensued—immortality yielded to
mortality—death reigned triumphantly
throughout the animal kingdom—the
everlasting inheritance on the newly-
formed earth was forfeited—all seemed
to be lost—forever lost! While all cre-
ation groaned in utter despair and death,
a voice was heard; not a voice of wrath
and indignation, but the voice of mercy
and compassion—the voice of the Cre-
ator, proclaiming himself the Redeemer;
love flowed through every sentence—
man listened with eagerness—the door
of hope was opened—despair fled away—
all things again assumed a new as-
pect. The earth, though cursed, was to
be redeemed—the body, though corrupt-
ible, was again to put on incorruption—
all things lost by the first transgression
were to be restored again in their prim-
itive excellence and beauty. Though this
great redemption was to be universal,
yet the change was to be gradual or pro-
gressive, not immediate; the effects of
the fall were to continue for a season, un-
til all the inhabitants of the spirit world,
designed for this creation, should learn
by bitter experience, the unhappy conse-
quences of sin. Hence, the whole world
still groans under the sad effects of the
original transgression. Sorrow, mourn-
ing, and death, still prevail—the aged,
middle-aged, and infant still feel the
force of these evils—all are made par-
takers in a greater or less degree of the
wretchedness and miseries of the fall—
none escape—none can proclaim them-
selves immortal, or free from these dire-
ful effects.

The wuniversal redemption of the
posterity of Adam from the fall will
be fully accomplished after the earth
has been filled with its measure of

inhabitants, and all men have been
redeemed from the grave to im-
mortality, and the earth itself has

been changed and made entirely new.
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But a universal redemption from the
effects of original sin, has nothing to do
with redemption from our personal sins;
for the original sin of Adam, and the per-
sonal sins of his children, are two differ-
ent things. The first was committed by
man in his immortal state; the second
was committed by man in a mortal state;
the former was committed in a state of
ignorance of good or evil; the latter was
committed by man, having a knowledge
of both good and evil. As the sins are
different, and committed entirely under
different circumstances; so the penalties
are different also. The penalty of the
first transgression was an eternal sep-
aration of body and spirit, and eternal
banishment from the presence of Jeho-
vah; while the penalty of our own trans-
gressions does not involve a disunion of
body and spirit, but only eternal banish-
ment. The first penalty not only shut
man out from the presence of God, but
deprived him eternally of a body; the
second penalty permits him to retain
his body, though in a banished condi-
tion. As the penalties are different, so
also is the redemption. Redemption from
the first penalty is unconditional on the
part of man; redemption from the second
penalty is conditional. Unconditional re-
demption is universal; it takes within its
scope all mankind; it is as unlimited as
the fall; it redeems men from all its ef-
fects; it restores to them their bodies; it
restores them to the presence of God.

The children of Adam had no agency
in the transgression of their first par-
ents, and therefore they are not required
to exercise any agency in their redemp-
tion from its penalty. They are redeemed
from it without faith, repentance, bap-
tism, or any other act, either of the mind
or body.

Conditional redemption is also uni-
versal in its nature; it is offered to
all, but not received by all; it is a



