GATHERING THE POOR, ETC.

raise $15,000 or $20,000 to send for our
poor brethren and sisters, who long to be
here as much as any of you did, before
your way was opened. This amount can
be raised now, and not call forth an un-
usual effort.

We might ask you to reflect upon
the days that you have spent in yon-
der distant land, where you could sel-
dom walk the streets or enter a shop,
like another citizen, without the finger of
scorn being pointed at you, without suf-
fering the malignant taunts and sneers
of the ungodly, for the sake of your reli-
gion. Let me refer your minds to the time
that the Gospel was first introduced to
you, and the light and glory of it opened
up to your understandings; when eter-
nity and eternal things reflected upon
your benighted minds, and your con-
ceptions were aroused to see things as
they were, as they are, and as they will
be. What were your feelings and med-
itations, when Zion and its glory burst
upon your vision? When the people
of God appeared to you, assembled to-
gether, preparatory to the coming of the
Son of Man? Again, what were your
feelings, when in every direction that
you turned your eyes, they were met
with scenes of wickedness, and your ears
saluted with deep dyed blasphemies of
every description? Were there any that
feared the Lord? No. The most pious
could do nothing more than some did in
the days of the Apostles; they could erect
an image to the unknown God, and wor-
ship somebody, or something, but they
knew not what. What were your feel-
ings and reflections, under such circum-
stances, when you first heard of the
latter-day work? Of the Gospel in its
fulness? When you first learned that
the Lord had a Prophet, and Apostles,
who held the words of life for the people?
What was there you would not have sac-
rificed in a moment for the privilege of
assembling with the Saints? Of mingling
your voices and conversation with theirs,
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day by day? Of visiting, journeying,
doing business, laboring, and spending
your lives with those who know and love
the Lord, and will serve Him? Is there
anything you would not have sacrificed?
Verily, no!

If you can remember your own feeling
then, you can know how others feel, you
can realize how thousands and scores of
thousands feel at this present moment.
There is no hardship they would refuse
to undergo, no danger they would not en-
deavor to surmount, if they could assem-
ble with us here this day. No trial would
be too keen for them; there is no sacri-
fice that they would not readily and will-
ingly make for the privilege you enjoy
this day. Brethren and sisters, can you
realize this?

Let us now read a chapter on the
other side of the page, and we find the
hearts of men and women, by crossing
the ocean, by traveling a few weeks or
months by water and land, appear to be-
come partially closed up, and they lose
sight of the object of their pursuit. It
seems as though the hardships they pass
through, in coming to this land, ban-
ish nearly every particle of the light of
Christ out of their minds.

If you started on your journey with
the influence of the Holy Spirit warming
your hearts, who prevented you from re-
taining it every day of year life? You may
say it was the devil that robbed you of
it. But what business had you with the
devil? Was there any necessity that you
should enter into fellowship with him, or
into partnership with the works of dark-
ness? "No," you reply, "I had forsaken
him and all my old associates and feel-
ings, and had given myself to the Lord,
had embraced His Gospel, and set out
to build up His kingdom, and wished to
gather with the Saints at the gathering
place.”

Suppose the devil does tempt you,
must you of necessity enter into part-



