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could magnify that calling, it appeared
too great for me. But if we feel right,
we shall feel like the Prophet of old,
the Spirit of the Lord will be suffi-
cient for us in the performance of ev-
ery duty. I pray that the spirit of
Zion may be given to you who have
newly come in, that you may go on

your way rejoicing, and be able to do the
will of God here and abroad. May the
blessings of God be and abide upon you
by day and by night, and increase you on
the earth, in blessings and riches forever,
is the prayer of your brother Franklin.

GATHERING THE POOR—THE PERPETUAL EMIGRATING
FUND—INGRATITUDE.

A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, AT

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, OCTOBER 6, 1853.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I wish to call the attention of this
Conference to an invitation I shall give
them, and wish to extend it to the Saints
in this valley and elsewhere. I allude to
the gathering of the poor Saints.

Many of us are acquainted with the
circumstances of the Saints when they
came to this valley six years ago, also
five and four years ago. Were we to
go through this community and search
out the men, women, and children who
have come here on their own resources,
and those who have been helped here
by the Perpetual Emigrating Fund, and
by private individuals, it would be seen
that a large proportion of the community
have been brought here through the as-
sistance of others. I will not say a major-
ity have come here under those circum-
stances, but there are thousands who
have. Thousands of men, women, and
children have been helped here by the
Perpetual Emigrating Fund alone.

This is the subject to which I wish

to call the attention of the Conference,
and the community at large. I wish all
to hearken to it, to reflect upon it, and
contemplate it seriously.

I call upon those who have not yet
put forth their hands to assist in gath-
ering the poor, to give us their names
and their means, during this Conference,
that we may raise a few thousand dol-
lars to be applied to this purpose. Sup-
pose we should try to raise as much as
we did four years ago, when we were
in the midst of our greatest poverty and
distress—we had just arrived here, and
had scarcely sufficient to sustain life;
notwithstanding these straightened cir-
cumstances, at the first Conference we
held in the old Tabernacle, this sub-
ject was agitated, and $5,700 in gold
was raised, and sent to gather in the
poor. Dare I venture to flatter myself
that we can raise $5,000 or $6,000 this
Conference, to be applied to the same
good purpose? The people are better
able to raise $50,000 now, than they
were to raise $5,000 then. Suppose we


