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pare us for the life which is to come.
I feel to congratulate you, my

brethren, who have newly come in, and
who constitute so goodly a number of my
hearers this afternoon, upon your safe
arrival in these beautiful valleys; for you
have now accomplished one of the great-
est undertakings of your lives. Once,
had you been told that you would for-
sake father, mother, brethren, sisters,
kindred, and friends, and that you would
do it under the stigmatized appellation
of "Mormon"—to come so great a dis-
tance, to traverse one-third of the cir-
cumference of the globe, it would have
been as incredible to you as to any of
us. While you were near the close of this
great task, doubtless some felt that had
it been one hundred miles further, they
scarcely could have endured to the end of
the journey; yet, to some of us, this won-
derful, great undertaking is but a small
thing; we have done it several times, and
expect to do it many times more. I con-
gratulate you, however, on your having
accomplished the task, and feel, as your
brother in the Lord, to welcome you here
in the midst of God's people, and to pray
with sincerity that the spirit of Zion may
rest upon you.

You have come to this place with feel-
ings and views as varied as the degree
of faith in, and knowledge you have of,
the Gospel, and the measure of spirit in
which you walk. There are some who, in
their own estimation, are well qualified
and fully prepared to judge of the propri-
ety and impropriety of everything that
exists here; and such, while they may
find some few things answer pretty well,
will find many things which, in their
opinion, are not right, and really need
reformation.

Brethren, you who have just ar-
rived in the Valley, I wish to direct my
words to you this afternoon, to sound
a word in your ears that may not be

lost upon you, and it is worth your while
to hearken to it. You may dwell in this
society, and never know what manner
of spirit you are of, nor the power of
God that dwells in the Priesthood in your
midst; and, on the other hand, you may
come here in a right frame of mind, and
hearken to the Spirit of God through the
man whom He has appointed to watch
over us, and know that the words of all
God's servants are the words of life to
you; and their faces will shine with wis-
dom in your eyes. If you possess this
frame of mind, you will be prepared to
drink in intelligence from day to day,
from their counsel and examples, that
will lead you on in the bright and shining
way that was discoursed upon this morn-
ing.

In the first place, I will offer a word to
all, whether they are mechanics or com-
mon laborers. No matter what calling
you may follow in life, you have need,
at this juncture of your existence, to ob-
serve and treasure up one thing carefully
and faithfully in your minds, namely, if
you live a proper life before the Lord,
you know that you have the fellowship of
His Spirit, so that you know your prayers
are heard and answered, because you re-
ceive the things you ask for. If you live
so as to always have the witness of the
good Spirit, you will be saved today and
every day, and thus it will constantly be
well with you. But if you are heedless
of this day, and calculate on tomorrow,
you have no assurance that you will re-
alize your hopes tomorrow. The only cer-
tain stepping stone to the great good you
may have tomorrow in the midst of this
people is, that you be faithful to your
covenants with God, and secure thereby
the fellowship of the Spirit, and walk in
the counsels of it today; if you do this,
you will have the good that is for you to-
morrow.

If you have come into this place


