THE PRIVILEGES AND BLESSINGS OF THE GOSPEL.

trouble almost infinitely beyond its real
dimensions, so they have imagined to
themselves a greater heaven than they
can find in Zion, at its present stage of
progression. You do not enjoy the Zion
you anticipated. That mankind make
mistakes in these two ways must be ap-
parent to those who have felt the work-
ings of hope and fear in their nature.
People suffer more in the anticipation of
death, than in death itself. There is more
suffering in what I call borrowed trou-
ble, than in the trouble itself. On the
other hand, you have anticipated more
Zion, more happiness, and more glory in
the flesh than you will ever realize in
this mortality. Those who are apt to go
to one extreme, are almost sure to go
to the other, which always causes disap-
pointment, either agreeably, or disagree-
ably. These two extremes have caused
the Saints much trouble; and some, for
want of patience, and a little reasonable
thought, have laid the blame of their dis-
appointments in the wrong quarter, and
have apostatized from the Church, never
thinking the blame was in themselves.
Upon these weaknesses of human nature
the devil works sometimes very success-
fully. But brethren, we cannot escape
from ourselves; and while we remain in
this tabernacle, our onward course will
be obstructed, more or less, by the weak-
ness to which the mortal flesh is sub-
ject. By and by our bodies will go to their
mother earth, and receive a resurrection,
and become glorious; then we shall enjoy
all, and more than the heart of man can
conceive, unless it is inspired by the Holy
Ghost. This will be the inheritance of the
faithful.

There is much room for improvement
in all. If we commence from this day, and
do all the good we can, and never do an-
other evil, we shall come to that which I
want the brethren to preach about, and
endeavor to establish. I wish it preached
by the Bishops, by the Deacons, and by
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every officer in the Church; I wish fa-
thers to teach it to their children; and
I desire the subject to be taken up by
all bodies of the Saints throughout the
world, viz., establish CONFIDENCE IN
EACH OTHER. Take this for a text if
you like, and preach upon it, both ver-
bally and practically, until confidence in
each other reigns universally among the
Saints, and then will be accomplished
what I wish to see. If we wish to es-
tablish a confidence such as the Gods en-
joy, let us cease from every evil act, and
from the contemplation of every evil de-
sign; never infringe upon another's right,
but let each one sustain his brother
in the enjoyment of his privileges and
rights, holding them as sacred as our
own salvation. If confidence has been
lost, this is the surest and only success-
ful way to restore it. Hear it, ye preach-
ers, ye Apostles, and Prophets; ye El-
ders, High Priests, and Seventies; ye
Priests, Teachers, Deacons, and Bishops;
every man and woman in the Church
of God throughout the world; commence
to preach this discourse at home, begin-
ning with your own heart; then teach
your wives and your children; then let
it spread its warming and cheering in-
fluence, like the genial sunbeam, from
family to family, until the whole Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
united as the heart of one man.

I will illustrate the method of estab-
lishing confidence in each other by tak-
ing, for example, the child of four or five
years of age. The mother allows that
child to own a small chest in which to
keep his little trinkets, such as little bo-
som pins, ribbons, doll clothes, &c. This
is considered by all the family the child's
chest. Now let none go into that chest
and take anything from it, without the
consent of the child. This is a very small
matter, some may think; but begin at
as small a point as this to create con-
fidence, and let it grow up from little



