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and every ocean ink, they could not write
all the doings of the Almighty, of His ser-
vants, and of His angels. If I were to
live for millions of years to come, and
then millions of millions more, I expect
there would always be some being ready
to reveal something new, and somebody
would write it. The art of writing will
never cease. We may not have pens and
ink, but we may have something better.
Suffice it to say, that the arts and sci-
ences will not come to an end, yet man
may have been traditionated to believe
that one small book contains all that God
ever said or did. Such persons are to be
pitied, and not to be reasoned with.

What is "Mormonism?" It is a restora-
tion by new revelation, by the author-
ities of heaven, by the ministration of
angels, by the ordination of Prophets
and Apostles, and ministers or Elders,
by their testimony and ministry on the
earth, by the organization of Saints, by
the administration of ordinances, by the
operations of the Holy Spirit; it is a
restoration of these ancient principles
revealed from heaven, for the govern-
ment of man.

Says one, "You have said you are not
going to tell the whole system today." I
do not know it all, and I shall not state
the half I do know. What I have said are
a few everyday items, a few of the first
principles of the Gospel of Christ, as be-
lieved and practiced by the "Mormons."

I will tell one more before I close.
"Your marriages," says the objector, "are
founded upon principles entirely new,
and different from the Christian world."
I say, without any hesitancy, I defy the
world to establish that assertion. I say
our marriage relations are nothing new
at all. There is no man, or set of men, or
nation of men, where the Bible is extant,
and they are readers, but what know
that the institutions of marriage con-
tained in the Bible, and the organization
of families, differ widely from modern

Christianity. We differ from modern
Christianity, but not from the Bible.
Patriarchs of the remotest ages, that
obeyed the Lord God in regard to
their marriages and family organiza-
tions, have not disagreed with us, nor we
with them, so far as we and they have
obeyed the law of God. If there is any
difference at all, it was more developed
among them than it is among us, we be-
ing in our infancy. If it should happen
to be, that the whole modern world dif-
fer from the Bible—have done away with
the law of God, and we have come in
contact with them, instead of with the
word of God, then the boot is on the other
foot, and in reality what is said to us ap-
plies to them. It is like the farmer and
the lawyer. A certain farmer came to
a neighboring lawyer, and frankly con-
fessed that his bull had had the misfor-
tune to kill one of his (the lawyer's) oxen.
The lawyer replied, "Thou art a very hon-
est fellow, and will not think it wrong
that I have one of thy oxen in return."
"But," said the farmer, "I am mistaken,
it was thy bull that killed my ox." "O,"
replied the lawyer, "that alters the case,
and if, if, i-f—."

Now, then, if it is the whole Chris-
tian world, from Catholicism down to the
latest of her daughters, that have made
void the law of God, and trampled un-
der foot the institutions of heaven, the
holy principles of matrimony and family
government, and have made them void
also, by their traditions, and introduced
that which God never did, and "Mor-
monism" has restored the law of God,
in theory and practice, then it is the so-
called Christian world, and not us, that
are wrong. Whether it regards family or-
ganization, the law of God, Patriarchal
government, ordinances, principles, and
prophecy, I know of nothing new, or of
nothing wherein we are innovators.

As I said before, and I am able to


