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Well, then, the different sections of
what is called Christianity, never do
this, and call it something new. When
the "Mormons" do it, they are at once
charged with innovation; and yet we
have not got anything new in that re-
spect, but simply a restoration of that
which was. They are the persons charge-
able with new doctrine, and not the
Latter-day Saints.

Well, then, suppose that after this or-
dinance, the Holy Spirit falls upon these
congregations, or upon these individuals
thus baptized and confirmed, and fills
them, and enlightens their minds, and
bears testimony to them of the truth
which they have received, and confirms
them in the faith of it, and fills them
with the spirit of utterance and prayer,
and with gifts whereby they prophesy, or
speak in tongues, lay hands on the sick
and they recover, in the name of Jesus,
or whereby they are filled with the spirit
of any gift, renewed in their utterance,
strengthened in their powers of intellect,
so as to be able to speak with eloquence
to the edification of others by the word
of wisdom, knowledge, and prophecy; or
peradventure some one, two, or three of
them have a heavenly vision, and hap-
pen to relate it—is this something new?
Are these things an innovation on Chris-
tianity?

Let the Apostles of the ancient
Church come up now, and be judges, not
these innovators. O yes, Saints of an-
cient days, are these things new to you?
"NO," they reply, "but just exactly what
we used to have among us; and you who
have read the New Testament know it
is so." If this, then, is "Mormonism," it
is nothing new, but simply that which
should have been in the world in order
to constitute true Christianity.

Now suppose, after all these have
been established, the people organize
on them; and that in the enjoyment
and cultivation of them, this people
unite in their efforts, both temporally

and spiritually, to build up themselves as
a people, and each other as individuals,
in righteousness upon the earth; and the
Spirit of the Lord God into which they
were all baptized, should make them
very great in union—in union of effort,
in counsel, in operation, in fellowship,
in temporal things in a great measure,
and in spiritual things, by which they
are all of one heart and mind to a great
degree, and growing in it every day—is
this something new, because it is "Mor-
monism?" Or is this the very doctrine
which was inculcated in days of old by
the Apostles of Jesus Christ?

It was the main object for which the
Holy Spirit was given, that they might
all grow up in union, in fellowship, in co-
operation, in holiness in the Lord. No
man who has read the New Testament,
will say this is NEW, when we say that
the great object of the Gospel is, that we
may all become one in Christ Jesus—one
in knowledge, and in the love and prac-
tice of the peaceable things of God. Is
it anything new? No. Well, it is a part
of what the world calls "MORMONISM;"
and I would to God it was more perfected
among this people than it is.

If any one of these principles in prac-
tice, should prevail over the whole world,
it would be nothing new; but the world
only hold this last as a theory; as to the
practice of it, they are strangers.

We have examined five or six gen-
eral principles, called "Mormonism," and
found nothing new in them. "But,"
says one, "I heard you had got a new
Bible; that is certainly an innovation."
But stop; suppose, on inquiry, you be-
come as much surprised and disap-
pointed as many have who have asked
for a "Mormon Bible," and when we
have presented them with one, behold,
it is King James' translation of the
Scriptures, the standard we read, con-
taining the covenants, predictions, and
hopes of the ancients, and the doctrines


