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to all eternity. Is our God so narrow and
contracted in His feelings, in His views
and disposition, that He would limit the
authority of the priestly office to this lit-
tle globe we inhabit? No. God has more
expansive views; His works are with-
out beginning, and without end; they are
one eternal round. What kind of works
are they? They are to make creations,
and people them with living beings, and
place them in a condition to prove them-
selves; and to exercise the kingly and
priestly office to redeem them after they
have suffered pain, and sorrow, and dis-
tress; and to bring them up into the pres-
ence of God; that they, in their turn, may
become kings and priests for other cre-
ations that shall be made, and that shall
be governed and ruled over by those pos-
sessing the proper authority.

We do not believe that everything has
got to be limited to this little space of
time in this world; but the Saints will
be doing a work that will be adapted to
beings that are the sons of God in the
fullest sense of the word, that are pre-
cisely like their Father; and if so, they
will be like Gods, and will hold domin-
ion under that Being who is the Lord of
lords; and they will hold it to all eternity.

We will come back to our text. We
have been talking about the funeral ser-
mon of the earth; the earth is to wax
old like a garment and pass away. I
have already proved to you the redemp-
tion of man, and how he will become
immortal and eternal; now let us look
after his inheritance; we will see if he
is to be lifted up in space, without any
inheritance to stand upon, without any
land upon which to raise manna for eat-
ing, or flax for the spinning and mak-
ing of fine robes and other wearing ap-
parel. Let us see if it is to be a
shadowy existence, like the God that is
served by Christendom, "without body,
parts, and passions,” and located "be-
yond the bounds of time and space."
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The earth is to die; it has already re-
ceived certain ordinances, and will have
to receive other ordinances for its recov-
ery from the fall.

We will go back to the creation. The
first account we have of the earth, it
was enveloped in a mass of waters; it
was called forth from the womb of lig-
uid elements. Here was the first birth
of our creation—the waters rolled back,
and the dry land appeared, and was soon
clothed upon with vegetable and ani-
mal existence. This was similar to all
other births; being first encompassed in
a flood of mighty waters, it burst forth
from them, and was soon clothed with all
the beauties of the vegetable kingdom.
By and by it became polluted by Adam's
transgression, and was thus brought un-
der the sentence of death, with all things
connected with it; and as our text says, it
must wax old and die, in like manner as
the inhabitants upon the face thereof.

The heavens and the earth were thus
polluted, that is, the material heavens,
and everything connected with our globe;
all fell when man fell, and became sub-
ject to death when man became subject
to it. Both man and the earth are re-
deemed from the original sin without or-
dinances; but soon we find new sins com-
mitted by the fallen sons of Adam, and
the earth became corrupted before the
Lord by their transgressions. It needs
redeeming ordinances for these second
transgressions. The Lord ordained bap-
tism, or immersion of the earth in wa-
ter, as a justifying ordinance. Said he
to Noah, "Build an ark for the sav-
ing of thyself and house, for I will im-
merse the earth in water, that the sins
which have corrupted it may be washed
away from its face." The fountains of the
great deep, and the windows on high,
were opened, and the rains came and
overwhelmed the earth; and the dry
land disappeared in the womb of the
mighty waters, even as in the begin-



