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pertaining to this earth were pronounced
"very good." Where there is pain, where
there is sickness, where there is sorrow,
and where there is death, this saying
cannot be understood in its literal sense;
things cannot be very good where some-
thing very evil reigns and has universal
dominion.

We are, therefore, constrained to be-
lieve, that in the first formation of our
globe, as far as the Mosaic history gives
us information, everything was perfect
in its formation; that there was noth-
ing in the air, or in the waters, or in
the solid elements, that was calculated
to produce misery, wretchedness, unhap-
piness, or death, in the way that it was
then organized; not but what the same
elements, organized a little differently,
would produce all these effects; but as
it was then constructed, we must ad-
mit that every particle of air, of water,
and of earth, was so organized as to be
capable of diffusing life and immortal-
ity through all the varied species of an-
imated existence—immortality reigned
in every department of creation; hence it
was pronounced "very good."

When the Lord made the fowls of
the air, and the fishes of the sea, to
people the atmospheric heavens, or the
watery elements, these fowls and fishes
were so constructed in their nature as
to be capable of eternal existence. To
imagine anything different from this,
would be to suppose the Almighty to
form that which was calculated to pro-
duce wretchedness and misery. What
says the Psalmist David upon this sub-
ject? He says that all the works of
the Lord shall endure forever. Did not
the Lord make the fish? Yes. Did
He not make the fowls of the heavens?
Yes. Did He not make the beasts of
the field, and the creeping things, and
the insects? Yes. Do they endure for-
ever? They apparently do not; and yet
David says all His works are constructed

upon that principle. Is this a contradic-
tion? No. God has given some other
particulars in relation to these works.
He has permitted the destroyer to visit
them, who has usurped a certain do-
minion and authority, carrying desola-
tion and ruin on every hand; the perfec-
tions of the original organizations have
ceased. But will the Lord forever per-
mit these destructions to reign? No. His
power exists, and the power of the de-
stroyer exists. His power exists, and the
power of death exists; but His power ex-
ceeds all other powers; and consequently,
wherever a usurper comes in and lays
waste any of His works, He will repair
those wastes, build up the old ruins, and
make all things new: even the fish of the
sea, and the fowls of the heavens, and
the beasts of the earth, must yet, in order
to carry out the designs of the Almighty,
be so constructed as to be capable of eter-
nal existence.

It would be interesting to know some-
thing about the situation of things when
they were first formed, and how this de-
stroyer happened to make inroads upon
this fair creation; what the causes were,
and why it was permitted.

Man, when he was first placed upon
this earth, was an immortal being, ca-
pable of eternal endurance; his flesh
and bones, as well as his spirit, were
immortal and eternal in their nature;
and it was just so with all the inferior
creation—the lion, the leopard, the kid,
and the cow; it was so with the feath-
ered tribes of creation, as well as those
that swim in the vast ocean of waters;
all were immortal and eternal in their
nature; and the earth itself, as a living
being, was immortal and eternal in its
nature. "What! is the earth alive too?"
If it were not, how could the words of
our text be fulfilled, where it speaks of
the earth's dying? How can that die that
has no life? "Lift up your eyes to the


