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Priesthood could have been committed to
others, but the Lord put it into his heart
to give this power to his brethren before
his martyrdom.

If the people will pay their tithing,
we have all the means we can ask or
wish for. If the tithing is paid, we do
not want the brethren and sisters to give
up their surplus property, for there will
be a great surplus in the storehouse of
the Lord. This is what is required of this
people, not to give all they have, though
it should be constantly upon the altar,
but to be ready, if required; but if the
people will pay their tithing punctually,
there will be an abundance, yes, and a
surplus. For me to ask the people if they
will give their surplus property, would be
useless. I shall not ask any such ques-
tion, but I shall now ask the people to
pay their labor tithing, that we may ex-
cavate this foundation, and prepare for
the stone work by the 1st of April. I ex-
pect to see a great turn out, no doubt we
shall have all the help we can require.

While the brethren are before me, let
me say, that we cannot commence to lay
rock here without time, and we cannot
get the stone for the foundation without
the railroad from this place to the quarry
is completed; these two items must be at-
tended to. This is sufficient to say upon
that matter.

Let us revert for a moment to
the past, to the years we have spent
in toil and labor, though very agree-
ably. Seven years ago tomorrow, about
eleven o'clock, I crossed the Missis-
sippi River, with my brethren, for this

place, not knowing, at that time, whither
we were going, but firmly believing that
the Lord had in reserve for us a good
place in the mountains, and that He
would lead us directly to it. It is but
seven years since we left Nauvoo, and we
are now ready to build another temple.
I look back upon our labors with plea-
sure. Here are hundreds and thousands
of people that have not had the privi-
leges that some of us have had. Do you
ask, what privileges? Why, of running
the gauntlet, of passing through the nar-
rows. They have not had the privilege
of being robbed and plundered of their
property, of being in the midst of mobs
and death, as many of us have.

Only be faithful, brethren and sis-
ters, and I promise that you shall have
all such privileges as shall be for your
good. You need not be discouraged, or
mourn, because you were not in Jack-
son County persecutions, or were not
driven from Ohio, Missouri, and Illinois,
and stripped, robbed, and plundered of
all your property. Do not mourn and
feel bad, because you were not in Nau-
voo; have no fears, for if the word of the
Lord is true, you shall yet be tried in all
things, so rejoice, and pray without ceas-
ing, and in everything give thanks, even
if it is in the spoiling of your goods, for
it is the hand of God that leads us, and
will continue so to do. Let every man
and woman sanctify themselves before
the Lord, and every providence of the
Almighty shall be sanctified for good to
them. I will now close my remarks.


