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the words of our beloved Prophet while
he was yet living upon the earth. Many
of us that are here today, were with him
from the commencement of the church.
He was frequently speaking upon the
building of temples in Kirtland, Mis-
souri, and Illinois. When the people re-
fused in Kirtland to build a temple, un-
less by a special revelation, it grieved his
heart that they should be so penurious
in their feelings as to require the Lord to
command them to build a house to His
name. It was not only grievous to him,
but to the Holy Spirit also. He frequently
said, that if it were not for the covetous-
ness of the people, the Lord would not
give revelations concerning the building
of temples, for we already knew all about
them; the revelations giving us the or-
der of the Priesthood make known to us
what is wanting in that respect at our
hands. If you should go to work to build
a dwelling house, you know you would
want a kitchen, a buttery, sitting rooms,
bedrooms, halls, passages, and alleys.
He said, you might as well ask the Lord
to give revelation upon the dimensions
and construction of the various apart-
ments of your dwelling houses, as upon
the erection of temples, for we know be-
fore hand what is necessary.

Concerning this house, I wish to say,
if we are prospered we will soon show
you the likeness of it, at least upon pa-
per, and then if any man can make any
improvement in it, or if he has faith
enough to bring one of the old Nephites
along, or an angel from heaven, and he
can introduce improvements, he is at lib-
erty so to do. But wait until I dictate,
and construct it to the best of my abil-
ity, and according to the knowledge I pos-
sess, with the wisdom God shall give me,
and with the assistance of my brethren;
when these are exhausted, if any im-
provement can be made, all good men
upon the earth are at liberty to intro-

duce their improvements. But I trust
this people do not require commanding,
every day of their lives, to pray, to do
unto others as they would that others
should do unto them: I trust they do not
want a special command for this; if not,
upon the same principle, they will not
want any commandment upon the sub-
ject of building a temple, more than what
is before them.

A few words to this people, upon the
principles which were laid before them
yesterday, in the tabernacle. One thing
is required at the hands of this people,
and to understand which there is no ne-
cessity for receiving a commandment ev-
ery year, viz.—to pay their tithing. I do
not suppose for a moment, that there is
a person in this Church, who is unac-
quainted with the duty of paying tithing,
neither is it necessary to have a revela-
tion every year upon the subject. There
is the law—pay one tenth. I wish to
say to you, and I wish you to tell your
neighbors, if there is any man or woman
who do not want to pay their tithing,
we do not want they should. It is for
your particular benefit, and that of ev-
ery individual upon the face of the earth.
To me, as an individual, it is no matter
whether you build a temple or not; I and
my brethren have received our endow-
ments, keys, blessings—all the tokens,
signs, and every preparatory ordinance,
that can be given to man, for his en-
trance into the celestial gate.

The Prophet's feelings were often
wounded because he was under the ne-
cessity of giving commandments con-
cerning duties that were already be-
fore the people, until the temple was
completed; but had he not done so,
the temple would not have been built;
had he waited until the minds of the
people were opened, and they were
led to see and do their duty, with-
out commandment, he would have
been slain before the keys of the


