HEIRSHIP AND PRIESTHOOD.

capacity, and the other in another, but
they are mutually blessed and benefited
by their separate callings and endow-
ments.

On the subject of hatred, I feel much
as the Lord did when He hated Esau,
and laid his mountains waste. When the
children of Jacob were in trouble with
their enemies, Esau's descendants joined
with the enemy, and did not stand by
their brethren. When Jacob was unpopu-
lar, and the nations hated him because of
the peculiarities of his religion, Esau for-
sook his brother and disowned relation-
ship, fellowshipping with his brother's
persecutors. I also hate a traitor, who
turns against me in a day of adversity,
when I have claim on him as a brother.

But to return to the subject of elec-
tion, and of heirship. In the lineage
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, accord-
ing to the flesh, was held the right of
heirship to the keys of Priesthood for
the blessings and for the salvation of
all nations. From this lineage sprang
the Prophets, John the Baptist, Jesus,
and the Apostles; and from this lineage
sprang the great Prophet and restorer
in modern times, and the Apostles who
hold the keys under his hand. It is true,
that Melchizedek and the fathers be-
fore him held the same Priesthood, and
that Abraham was ordained and blessed
under his hand, but this was an older
branch of the chosen seed. I am speak-
ing more fully of those who have lived
since the older branches passed away,
and since the transfer of the keys to
Abraham and his seed. No Ishmaelite,
no Edomite, no Gentile has since then
been privileged to hold the presiding
keys of Priesthood, or of the ministry
of salvation. In this peculiar lineage,
and in no other should all the nations
be blessed. From the days of Abraham
until now, if the people of any country,
age, or nation, have been blessed with
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the blessings peculiar to the everlasting
covenant of the Gospel, its sealing pow-
ers, Priesthood, and ordinances, it has
been through the ministry of that lin-
eage, and the keys of Priesthood held
by the lawful heirs according to the
flesh. Were the twelve Apostles which
Christ ordained, Gentiles? Were any
of them Ishmaelites, Edomites, Canaan-
ites, Greeks, Egyptians, or Romans by
descent? No, verily. One of the Twelve
was called a "Canaanite,”" but this could
not have alluded to his lineage, but
rather to the locality of his nativity, for
Christ was not commissioned to minis-
ter in person to the Gentiles, much less
to ordain any of them to the Priesthood,
which pertained to the children of Abra-
ham. I would risk my soul upon the
fact that Simon the Apostle was not a
Canaanite by blood, He was perhaps a
Canaanite upon the same principle that
Jesus was a Nazarite, which is expres-
sive of the locality of his birth or so-
journ. But no man can hold the keys of
Priesthood or of Apostleship, to bless or
administer salvation to the nations, un-
less he is a literal descendant of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. dJesus Christ
and his ancient Apostles of both hemi-
spheres were of that lineage. When they
passed away, and the Saints, their fol-
lowers, were destroyed from the earth,
then the light of truth no longer shone
in its fulness.

The world have from that day to this
been manufacturing priests, without any
particular regard to lineage. But what
have they accomplished? They have
done what man could do; but man could
not bestow that which he did not possess,
consequently he could not bestow the
eternal keys of power which would con-
stitute the Priesthood. They have manu-
factured something, and called it Priest-
hood, and the world has been cursed
with it up to this time.

But God Almighty, in fulfilment of



