LEGITIMACY AND ILLEGITIMACY.

cut off the heads of thousands, and
among these, I was informed, fifty thou-
sand priests were doomed.

These are some of the principles and
ideas that exist in the world, among the
various nations and institutions of men,
which are framed according to illegiti-
mate principles. A change of government
changes not the condition of the people,
for all are wrong, and acting without
God.

Our ideas are, that the time has come
to favor God's people; a time about which
Prophets spoke in pathetic strains, and
poets sung. These men of God looked
through the dark vista of future ages,
and being wrapped in prophetic vision,
beheld the latter-day glory—the time of
the dispensation of the fulness of times,
spoken of by all the holy Prophets since
the world began; for they all looked
forward with joyful anticipations to the
things which have commenced with us;
they all had their eye upon the time
when legitimacy would obtain its proper
place upon the earth, in the shape of the
kingdom of God established in the world,
when all false rule and dominion would
be put down, and the kingdoms of this
world would become subject to God and
His Christ. These are the ideas that
they had, and these are the things we are
seeking to carry out.

If we look at what illegitimacy has
done in former times, we shall see the
absolute necessity of the restitution spo-
ken of by the Prophets, for it has filled
the earth with evil, it has caused the
world to groan in bondage, laid mil-
lions in the cold embrace of death, and
caused disease to spread its pestifer-
ous breath among the nations, leav-
ing ruin, misery, and desolation in its
path, and made this fair earth a howl-
ing wilderness. And nothing but the
wisdom and intelligence of God can
change it. The kingdom of God will
establish truth and correct principles—
the principles of truth, equity, and
justice; in short, the principles that
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emanate from God, principles that are
calculated to elevate man in time and
through all eternity. How shall this be?
It will be by a legitimate rule, authority,
and dominion.

Who have we for our ruling power?
Where and how did he obtain his author-
ity? Or how did any in this Church and
kingdom obtain it? It was first obtained
by a revelation from the Lord of the Uni-
verse, by the opening of the heavens, by
the voice of God, and by the minister-
ing of holy angels. It is by the voice of
God and the voice of the people, that our
present President obtained his author-
ity. Many people in the world are talk-
ing about misrule and misgovernment.
If there is any form of government un-
der the heavens where we can have legit-
imate rule and authority, it is among the
Saints. In the first place, we have a man
appointed by God, and, in the second
place, by the people. This man is chosen
by yourselves, and every person raises
his hand to sanction the choice. Here is
our President, Brigham Young, whom we
made choice of yesterday, who is he? He
is the legitimate ruler among this peo-
ple. Can anybody dispossess him? They
cannot, because it is his legitimate right,
and he reigns in the hearts of the peo-
ple. He obtains his authority first from
God, and secondly from the people; and
if a man possesses five grains of com-
mon sense, when he has a privilege of
voting for or against a man, he will not
vote for a man that oppresses the people;
he will vote according to the dictates of
his conscience, for this is the right and
duty of this people in the choice of their
President, and other leading officers of
the kingdom of God. While this is be-
ing done here, it is being done in every
part of the world, wherever the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has
a footing. Is there a monarch, potentate,
or power under the heavens that under-



