LEGITIMACY AND ILLEGITIMACY.

lence, the same fraud, and the same op-
pression have been made use of to sus-
tain their illegitimacy.

Some of these powers, dominions,
governments, and rulers, have had in
their possession the laws of God, and the
admonitions of Jesus Christ; and what
have they done to his servants in differ-
ent ages of the world, when he has sent
them unto them? This question I need
not stop to answer, for you are already
made too familiar with it. This, then,
is the position of the world. Author-
ity, dominion, rule, government has been
obtained by fraud, and consequently is
not legitimate. They say much about
the ordination of kings, and their be-
ing anointed by the grace of God, &c.
What think you of a murderer slaying
hundreds and thousands of his fellow
creatures because he has the power, and
while his sword is yet reeking with hu-
man blood, having a priest in sacerdo-
tal robes to anoint him to the kingship?
They have done it. What think you of the
cries of the widows, the tears of the or-
phans, and the groans of the dying, min-
gling with the prayers and blessings of
the priest upon the head of the murderer
of their husbands and their fathers?

It is impossible that there can be any
legitimate rule, government, power, or
authority, under the face of the heavens,
except that which is connected with the
kingdom of God, which is established by
new revelation from heaven.

In a conversation with some of our
modern reformers in France, one of
their leaders said, "I think you will
not succeed very well in disseminat-
ing the principles of your religion in
France." I replied, "You have been seek-
ing to accomplish something, for gener-
ations, with your philosophy, your phil-
anthropic societies, and your ideas of
moral reform, but have failed; while
we have not been seeking to accom-
plish the thing that you have, par-
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ticularly, and yet have accomplished it."
We began with the power of God, with
the government of heaven, and with ac-
knowledging His hand in all things; and
God has sustained us, blessed and up-
held us to the present time; and it is the
only government, rule, and dominion un-
der the heavens that will acknowledge
His authority.

Brethren, if any of you doubt it, go
into some of those nations, and get your-
selves introduced into the presence of
their kings and rulers, and say, "Thus
saith the Lord God." They would at
once denounce you as a madman, and
straightway order you into prison. What
is the matter? They do not acknowl-
edge the legitimacy, the rule and gov-
ernment of God, nor will they inquire
into them. They receive not their au-
thority from Him. Nations honor their
kings, but they do not honor the author-
ity of their God in any instance, neither
have they from the first man-made gov-
ernment to the present time. If there has
been such a nation, or if there is at this
time such a government, it is a thing of
which I am ignorant.

The kings and potentates of the world
profess to be anointed by the grace of
God. But the priests who anoint them
have no authority to do it. No person has
authority to anoint a king or administer
in one of the least of God's ordinances,
except he is legally called and ordained
of God to that power; and how can a
man be called of God to administer in His
name, that does not acknowledge the gift
of prophecy to be the right of the children
of God in all ages? It is impossible. These
men have been grasping after power, and
for this they have laid waste nations and
destroyed countries. Some of them pos-
sessed it for a while, and others were
on the eve of getting it when they were
cut off, and down they went. What be-
came of them afterwards? Isaiah in
vision saw the kings of the earth ga-



