LEGITIMACY AND ILLEGITIMACY.

He has said, If a son ask bread of his fa-
ther shall he give him a stone, or if he
ask for fish, a scorpion. If ye then, be-
ing evil, know how to give good gifts unto
your children, how much more will your
Heavenly Father give His holy Spirit to
them that ask Him.

We have a Father, then, who is in
heaven. He has placed us on this earth
for some purpose. We found ourselves
in possession of bodies, mental faculties,
and reasoning powers. In a word, we
found ourselves intelligent beings, with
minds capable of recalling the past and
launching into the unborn future with
lightning speed; and were it not for this
earthly tabernacle, this tenement of clay,
they would soar aloft and contemplate
the unveiled purposes of Jehovah in the
mansions of the redeemed. We found
ourselves here with minds capable of all
this and more. God, who has ordained
all things from before the foundation of
the world, is our Father. He placed us
here to fulfil His wise and unerring coun-
sels, that we might magnify our calling,
honor our God, obtain an exaltation, and
be placed in a more glorious, exalted,
and dignified position than it would have
been possible for us to enjoy if we had
never taken upon us these bodies. This
is my faith; it is the faith of this people.

I have no complaints to make about
our father Adam eating the forbidden
fruit, as some have, for I do not know but
any of us would have done the same. I
find myself here in the midst of the cre-
ations of God, and it is for me to make
use of the intelligence God has given me,
and not condescend to anything that is
low, mean, groveling, and degrading—
to anything that is calculated to debase
the immortal mind of man, but to fol-
low after things that are in their na-
ture calculated to exalt, ennoble, and
dignify, that I may stand in my true
position before God, angels, and men,
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and rise to take my seat among the Gods
of eternity.

We will now come to the principle
of legitimacy, which was the text given
out this morning—to our rights, privi-
leges, Priesthoods, authorities, powers,
dominions, &c., &c. And as some of us
are Scriptorians, and all profess to be-
lieve the Bible, I feel inclined to quote a
text from it. Paul, when speaking of Je-
sus Christ, gives us to understand that
he is the firstborn of every creature, for
by him were all things made that were
made, and to him pertains all things;
he is the head of all things, he created
all things, whether visible or invisible,
whether they be principalities, powers,
thrones, or dominions; all things were
created by him and for him, and with-
out him was not anything made that was
made. If all things were created by him
and for him, this world on which we
stand must have been created by him
and for him; if so, he is its legitimate, its
rightful owner and proprietor; its lawful
sovereign and ruler. We will begin with
him, then, in the first place, in treating
on the subject of legitimacy.

But has he had the dominion over all
nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues?
Have they bowed to his scepter, and ac-
knowledged his sway? Have all people
rendered obedience to his laws, and sub-
mitted to his guidance? Echo answers
"No!" Has there ever been a kingdom,
a government, a nation, a power, or a
dominion in this world that has yielded
obedience to him in all things? Can you
point out one?

We read of the Jews who were a
nation that submitted only in part to
his authority, for they rebelled against
his laws, and were placed under a
schoolmaster until the Messiah should
come. We read also, in the Book of
Mormon, of some Nephites that dwelt
upon this land, who kept the com-
mandments of God, and perhaps were



