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one of them go into their stores and go
out again satisfied, neither did you. If
I had 100,000 dollars worth of goods in
that store, owned by myself, or held by
a "Mormon" company, in six months the
goods would be gone, and we should not
have 100 dollars to pay the debt. But
let an infernal mobocrat come into our
midst, though he brands Joseph Smith
with the epithet of "false Prophet," and
calls the "Mormons" a damned set of
thieves, and would see all Israel scorch-
ing in Tophet, you would give him the
last picayune you could raise.

There is not a man who has been in
this community a few years but knows
I am telling the living truth. Do any
of you hate me for it? Do any of you
love me for it? It is all the same to
me. Do you love the cause? "Yes," ev-
ery heart at once responds, "I love the
cause, I love the Lord and my religion."
If I would only permit myself to swear,
I would say, What the devil is the reason,
then, you don't live according to it? What
keeps you from that? What is the rea-
son you cannot pay me what you owe me,
as well as your enemy. You continue to
trade with the Almighty that way, and it
will sink this whole people down to hell.
You trade with the Almighty worse than
you do with the devil. These things ex-
ist, and you know it. A man comes into
this Church with a little property, and he
must suffer them to pick him until he is
as blind as brother Leonard is, that sits
over there, or else the people will turn
round and curse him, and sink him to the
nethermost hell if possible. They have
treated Edwin D. Woolley so, and others.
Can they keep a store among this peo-
ple? No, they must let them have the
goods, and wait until they can pay them,
if they ever do it at all.

They got up a quarrel, about a year
ago, and every High Priest and Elder
were going to cut Thomas Williams off

from the Church, because he asked them
to pay their just debts. I said to Thomas,
"If they do not pay you as they agreed,
arraign them before the High Council;
I will be your lawyer, and they shall be
cut off from the Church." They had got it
all cut and dried, that if he asked them
to pay him, he should be cut off from
the Church, but I told them that if they
did not live up to their agreement, they
should be cut off from the Church, and
then be tried by the law of the land.

How has Thomas Williams behaved
here? He has paid his tithing, and done
good to this people; he has handed over
nails, cotton cloth, and other necessary
articles. When he brings in his goods,
he pays his tithing on them honorably,
yet he can be abused; and it is so with
every man who comes into the midst of
this people with goods, unless he pays
them out at random to Tom, Dick, and
the devil. Latter-day Saints cannot keep
a store of goods, because they will not act
as Latter-day Saints, but they will sus-
tain their enemies. How much do you
suppose you have paid into these Gen-
tile stores within four months? Can you
give a rough guess? I can tell you, if
you do not know, for I know something
about it. You have paid to them 300,000
dollars within the last six months. The
brethren think that we are very hard
with them if we ask for a little tithing.
I wonder if we have received 30,000 dol-
lars, which we should certainly have re-
ceived in silver and gold, if the people
had been faithful in paying their tithing
on the money they have spent at these
stores; the money has gone, from time
to time, in gold and silver, by boxfuls, to
the east. There is not a span of mules
that could be found in this valley, able
to draw the money, if it were all in sil-
ver, to the States, that this people have
spent with these merchants within a few
months past; they must therefore do


