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selves together in this comfortable edi-
fice, which has been erected in the short
space of about four months, in the most
inclement season of the year. We have
now a commodious place in which we
can worship the Lord, without the fear
of being driven from our seats by wet
and cold, or of standing exposed to the
weather. I now say to my brethren, that
I feel to dedicate myself and all I possess
to the Lord, and constantly feel, with all
I have, on the altar of sacrifice to the
cause of my God.

A year ago this day, when the
brethren were assembled to offer up
their prayers, and to present business
before the Conference, for the consider-
ation of the people, and for the further-
ance of the cause we have espoused, I
recollect I was not able to sit up, be-
ing sick, but not discouraged. I had not
fainted by the way, but my heart was
as brave as it ever was in any moment
of my life, yet I was not able to be in
the assembly. I contemplated the situ-
ation of this people, and looked over our
past history, considered our then present
prospects and privileges in these peace-
ful valleys. My eyes were upon those
who were faltering by the way or wan-
dering after the things of this world, and
I could not refrain from tracing their
steps, as they were passing to the right
and to the left after the perishing things
of this life. I saw the afflictions of
the people, and contemplated their past
sufferings and present situation. As I
mused, I said in my heart, "As soon as
I am able to speak to the people, I will
unfold to them my thoughts and feel-
ings, and tell them that in the midst of
all the afflictions and chequered scenes
through which the Saints have passed—
their joys and their toils, their suffer-
ings and their comforts, their fears and
their faith, I have never seen them as
comfortable as they are now. I shall
say to the brethren, Come, let us build

a house that we may enter within its
walls, and there offer our prayers and
thanksgivings before the Lord, and wor-
ship Him as long as we please, with-
out the fear of being driven home with
storms of wind, rain, and snow." I said,
"If the Lord blesses me with life and
health, I shall put forth my hand to rear
an edifice, in which the people can com-
fortably assemble, as large as we can
build at present, and dedicate it to the
Lord, that the people may say in their
heart, Let us go up to the house of the
Lord to worship." I saw that when we
should obtain this commodious building,
some would wish to be excused from en-
gaging in the pleasing duty of worship-
ping here, and say, "My cattle, my farm,
or my business will be forsaken, I must
take care of my family, for the Lord gave
them to me to take care of;" or, "I must
attend to my affairs here and there, and
I cannot therefore stay to worship the
Lord." I say to such, Go! but as for me,
though all the world should sink into
oblivion, I will go up to worship the Lord.

These were my feelings a year ago,
and they are the same today. I dedicate
myself, my family, and my substance
anew unto the Lord, they are not mine, I
am not my own creator, nor the producer
of anything I possess; I did not originate
one atom of it. Let the world and its
cares go! The Lord Almighty, who made
it, is able to take care of it, and He may
do with it what He pleases; but He has
commanded me to worship Him, which is
one of the greatest privileges that could
be conferred upon man.

How long shall we stay here? I an-
swer, as long as I please. Brethren
and sisters, cast from you the love
of the world, and let it have no do-
minion over you. There are a many
who delight in the good things of this
earth—in gold and silver, in carriages
and horses, in houses and splendid fur-
niture, in costly clothing, in orchards


