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the southern departments. Understand
me, I do not pretend to say anything
about matters this side the Utah moun-
tains, but I will tell you what I think:
I think that all the forting I have seen
in Great Salt Lake County—it is true I
have not seen much of it, but the most
of what I have seen amounts to noth-
ing more than a humbug; and if ever
an Indian war comes upon you, you will
be no better off than the distant settle-
ments, unless you make timely calcula-
tions for it beforehand, and make them
right. Such a war will cost you nearly
all you possess. I do not know that you
will ever have one, but I should think,
allowing me to judge, that you have one
on your hands now. And if I had a fam-
ily scattered out on any of these creeks,
or living in any of these unfortified set-
tlements, I should think it prudent for
me to move them into the city, or into a
fort, and do it the first thing I did. After
the Indians have come and peeled your
heads clean, murdered your wives, killed
off your children, burnt your houses, and
plundered your property, then you can
move into forts, and it will be all right.
That appears to me to be the kind of fort-
ing I can observe in the thinly settled
parts of this county; in the cities the peo-
ple are more wide awake.

I expect, brethren, I shall preach
here again, if I live, and I shall proba-
bly preach about the Indian difficulties,
about the Indian war, if they did say I
was the biggest coward south of the Utah
mountains, and that I dare not go out
anywhere, not even for my cows, with-
out my gun, and generally with some-
body with me; and consequently, being so
nervously afraid, I shall say to the new-
comers, especially if they want to be pre-
served and to save their property, and la-
bor to preserve the lives of their families,
they have got to take the counsel of Pres-
ident Young, and that is, to SETTLE IN
FORTS—and have fortified cities; and

not only to settle in forts and cities, but
to go armed, and not be overtaken and
murdered by the way, in the manner that
some have been.

You might suppose, because I am
so cowardly, that I am very anxious
to kill the Indians; but no man ever
heard me undertake to advocate the
business of killing Indians, unless it
was in self-defense; and in no orders
that I have issued (and I have issued
a great many under different circum-
stances since the war commenced, be-
ing the "Iron Colonel"), have I ever given
license of this kind, but to act in de-
fense of ourselves and property. For I
do believe, if the people can be made to
listen to President Young's counsel, we
can close the war without bloodshed. I
have believed it all the time, and I have
acted upon it. With the exception of
a few bloodthirsty individuals that may
have to be punished for their crimes, the
great body of the Indians that have been
affected, can be brought to peace and
duty, if the people themselves will ob-
serve their instructions.

I know not what my friends may
think of me for talking as I have to-
day; but I have expressed freely my
candid sentiments, and I can express
nothing else; at the same time I do
not consider that the Indians have had
any provocation in any shape or man-
ner, to cause them to commence this
war upon their friends. I believe it
was commenced through the influence
of some corrupt individuals who were
fired with a desire for plunder; and
that it never would have been com-
menced at all, if the people had all been
in forts, as they ought to have been,
notwithstanding this influence. But
when the Indians saw property scattered
all over the plains, thousands of cattle
and horses, with grain and everything
spread before them, in an unprotected
condition, those that were evil minded
among them coveted our property, and


