THE STANDARD AND ENSIGN FOR THE PEOPLE.

seen the signs in the heavens; where
shall we find it?" And we were to scat-
ter and divide, and lose the Spirit of
God, and become sectarians, or some-
thing worse; the Ten Tribes Would then
have to search with a lighted candle, and
could not find the Temple here, and I
defy them to find it anywhere else.
"Now, then, brother Pratt, we have
embraced all this good Gospel, which you
tell about. We have been baptized, we
have come into the new and everlasting
covenant, we are one, our sins are for-
given us, and we have received a por-
tion of the Holy Ghost." Having availed
ourselves of all these things, what we
are as individuals, we have gained to-
gether as number one and two, and all
are justified together, and the common
interests of the kingdom are carried out.
Some may say, "There are warmer cli-
mates than this, why not go to them,
and accommodate ourselves better than
we can here? Besides that, there are
places where men get more gold and sil-
ver, and can buy sugar, fruit, &c., where
wood is plentiful, and where the coun-
try presents more beautiful scenery, and
is more like Paradise than this place is;
the whole earth is before us, why can we
not go and possess it where we please?
Why can we not go and serve ourselves
awhile, and let the kingdom of God take
care of itself, or let these good, pious El-
ders and Apostles that are so attached to
it, take care of it?" If it is right for you
to set your minds upon warmer climates,
upon more convenient timber, and upon
making money, then it is right for every
one of us to do the same. If it is right
for you, it is right for our President, and
his Council, and the Twelve, and every-
body else. If each person should get his
own way, go to where the climate will
suit him best, where there are a mar-
ket and all other conveniences, I want
to know, then, where the kingdom of
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God is? What worldly government could
you live under, as the kingdom of God,
when you had satisfied these desires?
Just point your finger to the place, on
this wide earth, where there is any bet-
ter climate than this, any better market
than this, where the staple necessaries
and conveniences of life exist in greater
abundance than they do here. Point
your finger to such a place, and convince
me by mathematical demonstration that
this people can live there, and be a ma-
jority there, and reign there, and main-
tain the kingdom of God there, and I am
not sure but I will go with you, and, I
believe, the President will, and I think
the Lord would be pleased with it. If
we had such a place, and could go and
enjoy it, who cares? The less time it
will take to get a living, the more time
we shall have to attend to the teaching
of others, and the more convenience to
gather them to it. I do not know that
the Lord would have any objection to it,
if you could name such a place.

What kind of a government is there
out yonder, west of us? The very scum
floods out of the United States into that
goodly land, that golden country; there
is a concentration of jargon, ignorance,
folly, corruption, and abomination, all
gathered together in one focus, and then
corrupting itself after being made of cor-
ruption. A Saint of God might put all
the advantages of climate, timber, soil,
trade, and money together in the world,
and he could not live under that govern-
ment. Why did you not stop in Rome,
and serve God there? You were in a fine
country, a salubrious climate, the tim-
ber was handy, and you possessed a de-
lightful situation. Why? Because the
Apostles could not live under the Ro-
man Government without being killed;
and how could you do it without sharing
the same fate? If you did live in Rome,
you cannot say that the government



