THE STANDARD AND ENSIGN FOR THE PEOPLE.

Saints, and hold dominion over all the
kings of the earth, over every tribe and
tongue and people, until the words of
God should be fulfilled; therefore they
were not to think to gather the people,
to establish a kingdom or government on
the earth, for they could not do it. There
was another power to rise, that would
put their power down, and bear rule over
all nations, and all nations would be de-
ceived by it.

Now you take the instructions of the
Apostles to the Saints in former days,
and the manifestations of the Lord to the
last of the Twelve while he was on the
Isle of Patmos, and see if they do not
amount to the above.

Well, then, give us a dispensation
like the one they had, one fitted to the
New Testament; and it is simply to run
through the world, and witness of the
manifestations of the Lord of life and
glory in the flesh, and his resurrection
from the dead; to call upon the people to
repent and be baptized, and give them
the first principles of the Gospel, and
prepare them to reign in yonder world
of glory, so far as they could by being
faithful through the Gospel; and as fast
as they were baptized, say to them, "You
may expect to be killed, and if you are
not willing to lay down your life, do not
put your name among us, nor be bap-
tized at all, for the wicked will make
war with the Saints and overcome them."
To repent, and be baptized, and receive
the Gospel for the remission of sins, be
killed and go home to glory, was the
Gospel the ancient Apostles preached. I
say, if we had a dispensation precisely
like that which Peter and the rest of the
former-day Apostles had, that is just as
far as we could carry it. Where is the
place where we could build up the king-
dom of God? Nowhere. If you lived in
Rome (and Rome was the world), and
submitted to its butcheries, until the
words of God should be fulfilled, you
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would be slain and go into yonder world.

Hence the kingdom of God had to be
set up twice, once in the days of Peter,
wherein those who obeyed the Gospel or-
dinances had to submit to the Roman
power and be killed. After they are
killed, and the Priesthood is taken from
the earth, and the keys of it are gone
from the earth also, or hid up, so that
nobody holds them, and all nations are
deceived, as it was written by the Rev-
elator John by this ruling power, which
is nothing more nor less than Rome, for
that was the world then known—after
all this, when the time comes for the
word of God to be fulfilled, and for a stan-
dard to be set up, what does this book,
the Bible, say? What does Jesus Christ
himself say? "There shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars,
and upon the earth distress of nations,
with perplexity; the sea and the waves
roaring; men's hearts failing them for
fear;" and he goes on to say that when
you shall see these things come to pass,
then know that the kingdom of God is at
hand.

The Millerites mistook it, and
thought it meant, then know that the
kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ is just
at the door. A great many have been
mistaken on this subject, among Chris-
tian communities, so called. But if they
had searched diligently to know, they
would not have taken the second advent
of Messiah, and put it in the place of his
kingdom, to be at hand when you see the
signs begin to take place; then "know
ye, that the kingdom of God is nigh at
hand."

Now it is evident that the kingdom
of God was to be set up twice—at two
distinct times, or else the whole mat-
ter is a mistake from the beginning
to the end, because John the Baptist
said it was at hand in his day, Jesus
Christ said the same, the Apostles and
Seventies said, in their days, that it



