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I am led to think they do not think so,
but they are at a loss to know how to
mend themselves. The difference be-
tween them and us is, they think they
do not know a better way than that they
are pursuing; we think we do, and some
of us know we do. I confess, myself,
that if I knew no other religion, than the
religions that are propagated abroad, I
would not be a religious man at all, but
I would lay it all aside, as something be-
neath my notice, and worship God as the
great Supreme of the Universe, accord-
ing to my own judgment, independent of
the opinions of man, and without hav-
ing any regard to the ridiculous dogmas
taught in the world.

Many find fault with and blame the
infidel community, and say that none
but scoundrels would be associated with
them, &c. The most intelligent men
in the world are found among the In-
fidel class of society. They see a vari-
ety of sects and parties contending for
all kinds of conflicting dogmas. They
know that persecution and wrong have
prevailed, under the cloak of religion,
causing many to be imprisoned and put
to death. In fact there has been no
inhumanity, barbarity, or cruelty equal
to that practiced by the professors of
religion. Humanity shudders at the
thought, and yet the hypocrites tell us,
it is all for the love of God. And they
do it for the benefit of the human fam-
ily. The Catholics have killed Protes-
tants by thousands, and vice versa, and
yet we must believe it is for the love of
God, and for the welfare of souls. Can I
think that God has anything to do with
influencing such a course of conduct?
No. What can there be more ridiculous,
for instance, at the present day, than
two Christian nations fighting with each
other, and both worshipping the same
God, and whose ministers call upon God,
as they say, in sincerity. What for?
For God to destroy their enemies, their

brother Christians, who are going to the
same heaven. The other party pray for
the same thing, and when both have
been praying, then comes the clang of
arms, the deadly strife, the groans of
the dying, blood, carnage, and desola-
tion. And after they have got through,
the victorious party thank God that He
has given them the victory over their en-
emies.

These kinds of Christian feelings do
exist. I speak of this as one circum-
stance. What can I think of such priests,
and of such prayers? I think just as
much of the one as I do of the other. But
what would you think of the gullibility
of the people who would listen to such
things? Would I be gulled by such in-
consistencies? Not if I had my reason.
At the present time, take Christians in
general, which, you know, we all suppose
to be the best people in the world, and
one half of their time is spent in polem-
ical essays and strife; and I think some-
times our Elders engage too much in that
matter. But I am not surprised at it, be-
cause they have come from that school,
and have been trained in that element.
They seem to have the bump of combat-
iveness well developed, for almost the
very first thing that men do when they
go out to preach, is to run against these
Christians, and their principles. We are
not among them here, but gathered out
from them, and if we refer to their incon-
sistencies, it is that we may comprehend
our own, and the position of others.

There are Catholicism, Presbyterian-
ism, and all other isms, the advocates
of which worship the same God, though
their doctrine, precepts, and belief are
not the same; they think differently,
and worship differently, and each party
sends to hell, in a wholesale manner,
all who differ from them! And if God
was no more merciful than they are, we
should find ourselves all there together.
This is the way things exist down in
the world. If it was not for the religion


