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ward, that our hopes are placed upon
God, and we know that He is our Father
and Friend. We contemplate with joy
that the heavens have been opened, that
truth has been revealed, and the power
of God developed; that angels have man-
ifested themselves, that the glory of the
eternal world has been made known, and
that we have been made participators in
that light, glory, and intelligence which
God has been pleased to reveal for the
blessing, salvation, and exaltation of the
human family in this time and through-
out all eternity. These are our feelings.

We believe that God has set His hand
in these last days to accomplish His pur-
poses, to gather together His elect from
the four winds, even to fulfill the words
which He has spoken by all the holy
Prophets, to redeem the earth from the
power of the curse to save the human
family from the ruins of the fall, and
to place mankind in that position which
God designed them to occupy before this
world came into existence, or the morn-
ing stars sang together for joy. We be-
lieve in and realize these things; we feel
them, we appreciate them, and therefore
are we thus assembled together.

I know that, as other men, we have
our trials, afflictions, sorrows, and pri-
vations; we meet with difficulties; we
have to contend with the world, with
the powers of darkness, with the corrup-
tions of men, and a variety of evils; yet
at the same time through these things
we have to be made perfect. It is nec-
essary that we should have a knowl-
edge of ourselves, of our true position
and standing before God, and compre-
hend our strength, our weakness, our
ignorance and intelligence, our wisdom
and our folly, that we may know how to
appreciate true principles, and compre-
hend, and put a proper value upon, all
things as they present themselves before
our minds. It is necessary that we should
know our own weakness, and the weak-

nesses of our fellow men; our own
strength, as well as the strength of oth-
ers; and comprehend our true position
before God, angels, and men; that we
may be inclined to treat all with due re-
spect, and not to overvalue our own wis-
dom or strength, nor depreciate it, nor
that of others, but put our trust in the
living God, and follow after Him, and re-
alize that we are His children, and that
He is our Father, and that our depen-
dence is upon Him, and that every bless-
ing we receive flows from His beneficent
hand.

It is necessary, then, that we pass
through the school of suffering, trial,
affliction, and privation, to know our-
selves, to know others, and to know our
God. Therefore it was necessary, when
the Savior was upon the earth, that he
should be tempted in all points, like
unto us, and "be touched with the feel-
ing of our infirmities," to comprehend
the weaknesses and strength, the per-
fections and imperfections of poor fallen
human nature. And having accom-
plished the thing he came into the world
to do; having had to grapple with the
hypocrisy, corruption, weakness, and im-
becility of man; having met with tempta-
tion and trial in all its various forms, and
overcome, he has become a "faithful High
Priest" to intercede for us in the everlast-
ing kingdom of His Father. He knows
how to estimate and put a proper value
upon human nature, for he having been
placed in the same position as we are,
knows how to bear with our weaknesses
and infirmities, and can fully compre-
hend the depth, power, and strength of
the afflictions and trials that men have
to cope with in this world, and thus un-
derstandingly and by experience, he can
bear with them as a father and an elder
brother.

It is necessary, also, inasmuch as
we profess that we are aiming at
the same glory, exaltation, power, and


