DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, ETC.

ciples. For instance, paper itself can-
not enforce its own precepts; and un-
hallowed principles in the people, or in
the rulers which they choose, may per-
vert any form of government, however
sacred, true, and liberal. They may over-
throw and destroy the practical work-
ing of those very principles, which are
so true, and so dear to us, and in which
we so rejoice. It is the living adminis-
tration, after all, that is the government,
although a good form opens the way for
good results, if carried out; but if not car-
ried out, the form becomes a dead letter.
Much depends on the feeling and action
of the people in their choice of men and
measures, and much depends on the ad-
ministration of those they may choose.

In the principles of the Constitution
formed by our fathers, and handed down
to their children, and those who should
see fit to adopt this country as theirs,
there is no difficulty, that is, in the laws
and instruments themselves. They em-
brace eternal truths, principles of eter-
nal liberty, not the principles of one pe-
culiar country, or the sectional interest
of any particular people, but the great,
fundamental eternal principles of lib-
erty to rational beings—Iliberty of con-
science, liberty to do business, liberty to
increase in intelligence and in improve-
ment, in the comforts, conveniences, and
elegances of this life, and in the intellec-
tual principles that tend to progress in
all lives.

The more I contemplate our coun-
try, the providences which have attended
it, the principles upon which it is gov-
erned, the principles upon which the
Constitution is founded, and the prac-
tical working of it when properly car-
ried out; the more I look at the spirit
of our institutions; and the more I con-
template the circumstances of mankind
in general; the more I realize that
which before I had scarcely thought
of, that which even the largest capa-
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city had failed to grasp—the greatness
of the destiny of those principles. One
thing is certain, in the minds of all Chris-
tians who admit the truth of the Bible,
and who have perused its pages, and
that is, there is a day coming when all
mankind upon this earth will be free.
When they will no longer be shackled,
either by ignorance, by religious or po-
litical bondage, by tyranny, by oppres-
sion, by priestcraft, kingcraft, or any
other kind of craft, but when all will pos-
itively have the knowledge of the truth,
and freely enjoy it with their neighbors.
However they may do in other points,
these points are clearly developed in that
good Book which Christendom acknowl-
edges. This is the destiny that the
Prophets of old have predicted in regard
to the race of mortals upon the earth.
Whatever principles of darkness have
united to obscure ages and generations;
whatever of wrong and bloodshed might
prevail; whatever of corruption, decep-
tion, or superstition might enslave the
mind of man, and chain down his body;
however the earth might be drenched
in the blood of millions; however many
might be the futile struggles of nations
or individuals for liberty; yet, in the fi-
nal result, the darkness which has cov-
ered the earth will be chased away, light
will prevail, liberty triumph, mankind
be free, the nations be brethren, and
none have need to say to his neighbor,
"Know ye the Lord," or the truth, which
is just the same thing; for all will know
Him, from the least to the greatest. If
such is to be the final result, how natu-
ral it is for men to look at the workings
of the causes that will bring it about,
and to contemplate the great things that
are growing out of so little, compara-
tively speaking. When a single individ-
ual conceived a big thought, and formed
a grand design of taking an unbeaten
track, and penetrating the unexplored



