THE MAN TO LEAD GOD'S PEOPLE, ETC.

are we to do? WE MUST OVERCOME.

Let it be remarked, that the disposi-
tion so prevalent in the hearts of many,
not to abide the counsel of their superi-
ors, has to be overcome; it must be slain,
and laid prostrate at our feet; and we
must say we came not to do our own will,
but the will of him that sent us. We came
to do the will of him to whom we have
plighted our faith, to uphold him as our
leader, lawgiver, and Seer. We have got
to overcome the inclination to revolt at
the idea, and be brought into complete
submission, and union of spirit.

"O," says one, "how does this look,
to be slaves, to have no mind or will of
our own, but be swallowed up in the will
of another, and thus become tools, ma-
chines, slaves, and not free men, and in-
dependent like other people!" Well, my
dear friends, I will tell you how it was
in heaven. There was a disposition once
in heaven that preferred to be indepen-
dent enough to chalk out its own course.
The rebellious angels undertook it, and
what became of them? They fought
against the throne of God, and were cast
down, to be reserved in chains of dark-
ness, unto the judgment of the great
day. Yes, they are reserved there, and
that is their glory, and the honor that
is attached to them for being indepen-
dent, and declaring in the presence of
God their independence—instead of de-
riving any advantage from this course,
down they went to their reward.

I will advance a sentiment by Paul
the Apostle, showing that we were there
at the time that notable controversy was
going on, and no doubt we took an active
part with them who sustained the throne
of God, and we were therefore permitted
to come to this world and take upon us
bodies. The devils that fell were not per-
mitted to enjoy this privilege; they can-
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not increase their generation; glory to
God, they cannot do it, but we have the
power of multiplying lives; this is what
they are angry about. Says Paul, "Do
ye not know that the Saints shall judge
the world? And if the world shall be
judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge
the smallest matters?" Is it possible that
these Elders and servants of the Most
High, who are going abroad among the
nations, will have power to judge the
nations of the earth? Says one, "God
will do it, and not man." Now, for in-
stance, I am building a house, and it is
said Solomon built a temple, but do you
suppose Solomon quarried the rock, laid
it up, &c.? No, but he gave directions
to others, and it is said Solomon built
a temple; so God will judge the world.
The Almighty Ruler will instruct His ser-
vants to do it, and the Saints will give
the grand decision, and the nations that
have slain them will have to bow to their
word.

What says the good Book again? "And
he that overcometh, and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will I give
power over the nations; And he shall
rule them with a rod of iron; as the ves-
sels of a potter shall they be broken to
shivers; even as I received of my Fa-
ther." Do we not expect to overcome and
have power over the nations? Yes. Says
Paul, the Saints shall judge the world;
not only this, but they shall judge angels.
"Why," says one, "I thought that angels
were greater in might and power than
we, and is it possible that we, the ser-
vants of God, are going to judge angels?
You are surely exalting yourselves above
all that is called God; for God shall judge
the world." How is it that we do not rec-
ollect anything now that took place be-
fore we took upon us these bodies? When
we lay them off we shall remember ev-
erything, the scenes of those early times
will be as fresh in our view as the sun



