DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES, ETC.

some music, let us go into the school-
house and have a dance." "O yes!" is the
ready response, and they will immedi-
ately prepare, get ready their sons and
their daughters, and, leaving all impor-
tant duties pertaining to their welfare
here and hereafter, unattended to, fill
the house to overflowing. Brethren, you
will use these privileges to your own de-
struction, if you are not careful. Yes, you
could have a full house, dancing atten-
dance to the sounds of revelry and mu-
sic; but, on the other hand, suppose your
invitation is to your neighbor, "Come,
brethren, sisters, we are going to have a
prayer meeting over at the schoolhouse.
Will you go? Will you come? Not to
dance, but to pray!" "Well, really, I do
not see how I can; my work is not done;
I have a few chores [trifling domestic
affairs] to do yet; I have agreed to go
to a neighbor's on business; a neighbor
promised to call on me tonight, and I
cannot well leave. I should like very
much to go, but I really do not see that
I can tonight." In short, excuses are not
wanting. I say to you, my brethren, and
to myself, if we take this course, condem-
nation is our doom, we will ruin, con-
demn ourselves, and the Lord Almighty
will judge us out of our own mouths. This
is the tale told as it is. It is not for any
of us to enjoy the privilege of the dance,
or any other recreation, until every duty
that is enjoined upon us is performed.

I cannot, legally, have the privilege of
exercising myself perfectly independent
of my brethren, until I have performed
every requirement that they have placed
upon me; the same applies to you and all
Saints.

I ask the brethren, do you pray be-
fore you go to these dances? When
you return, are you not tired, fatigued,
and is not your mind filled with non-
sense, so that you do not want to pray;
and finally, do you not conclude to
wait, to put it off until morning? This
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abuse of this privilege, of this blessing,
will bring condemnation to thousands;
and not this alone, but all the privileges
of this life, if they are not wisely used.

When you go to amuse, or recreate
yourselves in any manner whatever, if
you cannot enjoy the Spirit of the Lord
then and there, as you would at a prayer
meeting, leave that place; and return not
to such amusements or recreation, un-
til you have obtained the mastery over
yourself, until you can command the in-
fluences around you, that you may have
the Spirit of the Lord in any situation in
which you may be placed. Then, and not
until then, does it become the privilege of
you, of me, or of any of the Saints, to join
in the festivities designed by our Cre-
ator for our recreation. I wish that you
would remember it; and that you may,
I repeat that it is not your lawful priv-
ilege to yield to anything in the shape
of amusement, until you have performed
every duty, and obtained the power of
God to enable you to withstand and re-
sist all foul spirits that might attack you,
and lead you astray; until you have com-
mand over them, and by your faith, ob-
tained, through prayer and supplication,
the blessings of the Holy Spirit, and it
rests upon, and abides continually with
you.

You can never obtain my consent to
engage in amusements and recreations,
until you are in this situation, until
you are exercised and influenced by the
Spirit of the Lord our God. Hear it, all
ye Latter-day Saints! Will you spend
the time of your probation for naught,
and fool away your existence and be-
ing? You were organized, and brought
into being, for the purpose of endur-
ing forever, if you fulfil the measure of
your creation, pursue the right path, ob-
serve the requirements of the Celestial
law, and obey the commandments of our
God. It is then, and then only, you may



