88

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

MARCH OF "MORMONISM"—THE POWER OF GOD AND
THE WISDOM OF MAN—GOOD AND EVIL
INFLUENCES—THE LAW OF INCREASE.

A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, JUNE 13TH, 1852.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

As there is more time which remains
to be improved this morning, I will offer
a few remarks to the congregation, feel-
ing thankful for this privilege, and for all
others that I enjoy from day to day.

We have had the pleasure this morn-
ing of hearing the truth of the work of
the last days declared, with the testi-
mony of one of the servants of the Lord
(Ira Ames), who has had an experience
of twenty years in this Church. There
are many others who also have had a
lengthy experience, and some who have
not had more than six months' trial,
but who have, in that short time, ob-
tained an experience which has given
them sufficient information to satisfy
them that there is a God in this work,
that a Supreme Power has attended the
Gospel of salvation, or what is called
"Mormonism," from its rise to this day.
I say to all, both Saint and sinner, that
there is not an individual who has heard
the sound of the Gospel of Salvation, the
report of this work of the last days, of
the coming forth of the Book of Mor-
mon, and of the mission of Joseph Smith,
but the Spirit of the Lord in a greater
or less degree accompanied that report
with power, and with the testimony of
its truth, no matter as to the character
of the individual, nor yet whether he ad-
mits and embraces the truth. If he has
heard it in its simplicity and purity, the
weight of testimony which it bears along

with it, carries conviction to his mind
that it may be true, although, through
the influence of the world, of evil associ-
ations in life, or the instigations of the
enemy of all righteousness, those con-
victions and impressions may be swept
away, which, if exercised at the time, in
sincerity, with full purpose of heart to
know the truth, would have substanti-
ated the matter to his entire satisfaction.
A weight of testimony always accompa-
nies the promulgation of the Gospel of
Salvation.

Brother Ames has said that "'Mor-
monism' will progress." If it does not,
God will be dethroned, for when He un-
dertakes to do anything, it will be done,
notwithstanding every opposing influ-
ence. When the wicked have power to
blow out the sun, that it shines no more;
when they have power to bring to a con-
clusion the operations of the elements,
suspend the whole system of nature, and
make a footstool of the throne of the
Almighty, they may then think to check
"Mormonism” in its course, and thwart
the unalterable purposes of heaven. Men
may persecute the people who believe
its doctrines, report and publish lies
to bring tribulation upon their heads,
earth and hell may unite in one grand
league against it, and exert their mali-
cious powers to the utmost, but it will
stand as firm and immovable in the
midst of it all as the pillars of eter-
nity. Men may persecute the Prophet,
and those who believe and wuphold



