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the opposite spirit, which is a con-
tentious spirit; and those persons who
possess it may expect to be crowded
when they get to hell, as much or more
than they are here; they will not have
as much elbow room there as they have
here, perhaps.

The Latter-day Saints ought not to
feel so. Our cities are open, our streets
are wide, and we have the sweet moun-
tain air, and a healthy country. Do not
be afraid to live together. What kind of
air did you breathe, who lived in eleven,
twelve, and fourteen story houses in your
native country? If you could live in such
confined circumstances, why cannot you
live here, while breathing air as sweet, I
may say, as the New Jerusalem.

I have told you my mind, you can now
do as your own minds shall dictate, if you
think proper, and be responsible for the
same. I have frequently thought, what
would be the consequence in this com-
munity, were we to be as strict now, as
the authorities of the Church once were?
For it used to be, if a man did not obey
counsel after it was given him, he was
cut off from the Church. Do you not
think we are lenient, easy, and forgiv-
ing? Let us be kind to each other, and
cultivate the spirit of peace, and seek
diligently to know the will of God. How
can you know it? In matters pertaining
to yourselves as individuals, you can ob-
tain it directly from the Lord; but in mat-
ters pertaining to public affairs, His will
is ascertained through the proper chan-
nel, and may be known by the general
counsel that is given you from the proper
source.

I have told you heretofore what I
am afraid of (and, in reality I am not
afraid of anything else), which is in-
corporated in the idea—See that ye
forget not the Lord your God. If
this people will serve Him with all
their heart, mind, and strength, they
have nothing to fear from this time
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henceforth and forever. You are not to
be overcome by your enemies, or put
down and trampled under foot, if you will
do this, and continue to be humble be-
fore the Lord your God. In doing this,
no power under the heavens can disturb
this people.

If T have any knowledge touching the
condition of this people at the present
time, and the way they are taught, led,
counseled, and dictated by those who go
before them to open up the way, it is
directly opposite of that we saw in the
days of Joseph the Prophet. He was
full of sorrow, trouble, poverty, and dis-
tress; but now the people are led into
riches, by the example, counsel, advice,
and dictations of their leaders. They are
on the highway to wealth; and there is
danger in it. Here are men that never
knew enough of the principles of econ-
omy to gather substance or save any-
thing to themselves, until within a few
years back; but now they are becoming
rich in a moderate point of view. We
do not expect to become wealthy like the
Rothschilds, or some other large capital-
ists of Europe. This people are gather-
ing much substance around them, which
is a principle of heaven—a principle of
Zion, but there is a fear within us lest it
cause us to forget our God and our re-
ligion. Whether we have much or lit-
tle, let it be on the altar, for it is all
the Lord's, whether this people know it
or not. Joseph Smith said to this peo-
ple, that all the wisdom he had was re-
ceived from the hand of the Lord. All the
knowledge, wisdom, economy, and every
business transaction pertaining to hu-
man life in connection with the spiritual
kingdom of God on the earth, is given
unto us as individuals, or as a commu-
nity, from the liberal hand of God.

Do you realize this? Or will some
of you say, "It is my own wisdom and
economy that have accomplished this or
that?" If you do, beware, lest the Lord



