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ple are ready and willing to raise their
hands to accede to the propositions made
by their leaders. Do you remember
what I told you a few sabbaths ago—this
whole people are willing to receive coun-
sel, but who of them are willing to carry
it out to the very letter? The future will
prove that. It is not proven by sitting
on your seats and simply raising your
hands, as a token, a covenant, a witness
to God and angels that you are ready to
take counsel, and also carry it out.

For men of principle, and seemingly
of good sense, to believe the Prophet
Joseph, who was inspired to build up
the kingdom of God temporally as well
as spiritually, did not know as much
about a picayune as about God's spir-
itual kingdom, about a farm as about
the New Jerusalem, is folly in the ex-
treme, it is nonsense in the superlative
degree. Those who entertain such ideas
ought to have their heads well combed,
and subjected to a lively course of fric-
tion, that peradventure a little common
sense might dawn upon their confused
ideas.

Consult your own judgments in such
matters. Do you think that God would
set a man to lead his people, who does
not know as much about a picayune or
a farm, as about God's spiritual king-
dom, or the New Jerusalem? Shame on
those who would entertain such ideas,
for they debase and corrupt the hearts
of the community who imbibe them. Ac-
cording to the sentiments of some of the
Latter-day Saints, the Lord must have
become wonderfully high minded in the
last days; I should think he has be-
come too proud according to their be-
lief, to notice farms and merchandise,
and other little affairs and transactions
that pass around us. He used to no-
tice the very hairs of our heads that
fell and the sparrows; He took care or
the ravens, and watched over the chil-
dren of Israel, and supplied all their tem-
poral wants; but we say now, He does

not condescend to such small matters,
having given us an understanding, and
we know what to do. Are not these the
feelings of the people? I could refer to
some little things by way of example, but
it would hit somebody rather too pub-
licly.

Let me ask that brother, if you have
not thought in your heart, you would not
go to brother Brigham for counsel, for
fear he would counsel you to go to some
place you do not want to go? Still you
say, "I believe this is the kingdom of God,
and I do not want to come in contact with
brother Brigham, I do not wish to meet
him, for fear he should come in contact
with my calculations, and what I have
decided upon in my mind." I could put
my hand upon some of you who entertain
such thoughts.

I will refer you now to the counsel
I wished to give the brethren who have
lately come into the city from the East. I
have heretofore counseled newcomers, to
go to the South, or to the North, for we
have settlements 360 miles, North and
South.

Many of the people here have their
friends, who have come in this season,
and some are still on the plains, who
will be in in a few days. I have been
in the habit of saying to the brethren—
You take one hundred families and set-
tle in such a place; and you take fifty
and settle in yonder place; but I never
have given such counsel for the guidance
of the brethren, that it has not raised one
continual whining, saying, "I want to go
to another place, for there is somewhere
you want me to go that I do not like;" or,
"I rather think brother Brigham thinks I
am not tried and proven sufficiently, and
he wants to put me in circumstances to
finish trying me." That is the reason I
want you to go here or there, and the rea-
son why you complain; for when men are
thoroughly tried, they are ready to go to
any place where they are told to go, and
when they are told.


