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their hearts, that they understood tem-
poral matters far better than the
Prophet Joseph. Are these the feelings of
the people at the present time? They are
not, but right to the reverse. I could have
said then, the same that I could say now,
if Joseph was living—if he could have
been believed, and confidence could have
been placed in him, with regard to tem-
poral matters, wealth would have been
poured into the laps of this people, to
overflowing.

The remark that was made this
morning is a true one, although the mat-
ter referred to is small, apparently, but
it is a fact, there was not enough confi-
dence in the people to satisfy them that
the Prophet knew how to handle money,
or what to do with it; they did not be-
lieve he knew how to manage temporal
affairs. This lack of confidence brought
poverty and distress upon the whole peo-
ple.

When men came into our midst, who
shut up the bowels of their compassion,
and held their money with an iron fist,
they were held in communion with us,
our faith was exercised for them, we
mingled with them, and gave them fel-
lowship for a time, yet one man, with
his covetousness, tied up the whole peo-
ple. In many instances, men were cut
off for their covetousness, and because
they had not confidence in the Prophet,
and held their substance when means
were wanted to carry on the work of God,
to send the Gospel to distant lands, to
sustain the poor, build houses, and ac-
complish that which was necessary to be
done. While this means was withheld,
it brought the whole Church under con-
demnation, for this reason all had to suf-
fer.

This was in the days of the Prophet
Joseph. Have the people reformed since
then? Perhaps a few of them have;
and again, perhaps a great many of
them have not. Many have not had
an opportunity to reform, as there is a

considerable portion of this community
who have not had an acquaintance with
the Prophet; they never associated with
him, they have not had an opportunity
of sustaining his hands. Again, there is
a certain portion of the people who were
associated with him. What would the
people do now, if they by their voice could
call him back to their midst? Would
they be willing to lay their substance
at his feet? I very much doubt it. He
was poor, harassed, distressed, afflicted,
and tormented with lawsuits upon law-
suits, persecution upon persecution, and
thus it cost thousands and hundreds of
thousands of dollars to keep him alive,
which a few had to sustain. Is this af-
fliction upon them now? It is not. The
scene is reversed. And as the people once
thought, that many by one man could be
made poor, they now believe, by one man
many will be made rich. At the present
day I do not know where the opportunity
is to prove the people.

There are individuals here, and mem-
bers of the Church, that when they come
up to this land, are very careful to leave
their substance behind them. And if
they have money to lend, they are very
careful to lend it to persons who do not
belong to the Church. There are such
present today. They are fearful and un-
believing. They did not believe in the
days of Joseph that he could tell them
the truth. But if you asked them if they
believed Joseph was a Prophet, and if
God sent him to build up the kingdom,
"O yes," would be their reply; and yet
they had not confidence to ask him what
they should do with the thousands in
their possession. These are a few facts
in the life and experience of the Prophet
Joseph.

How is it now? Have the peo-
ple confidence? They say they have.
Are they willing to take counsel?
They say they are. As it was
observed here this morning, when
we wish anything done, the peo-


