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was accomplished by them for the space
of years previously. This gives me great
satisfaction. The Bishops have done as
well as men could do: their conduct in
fulfilling the duties of their calling has
truly been praiseworthy, and I feel to
bless them, and pray the Lord to bless
them all the day long, for they have
done first rate. When we consider the
ignorance of the world, their unbelief
in God, and realize that the veil of the
covering is over the face of all nations,
and remember the ignorance we were
once in ourselves, having to commence
like babes at the rudiments of learn-
ing, knowing also how faltering men are
in their faith, and then look at what
this people have accomplished, we are
led to exclaim, "It is marvelous in our
eyes!" Were I to say, "Elders of Israel,
you that feel to put your all upon the
altar, rise upon your feet," who would
be left? [All present rose up simulta-
neously.] Where is there another peo-
ple upon the earth who would have done
this? I have no tithing, but all—all I have
is the Lord's. You know the word sacri-
fice: as brother Banks said today, it is
a mere burlesque—a nonsensical term.
No man ever heard me say I had made a
sacrifice. I possess nothing but what my
heavenly Father has been pleased to give
me, or, in other words, He has loaned it
to me while I remain here in this mortal
flesh.

Is it not marvelous, considering the
weakness of man, to see the willingness
of this whole people to die if necessary
for the truth? How do you suppose it
makes me feel? Though I may some-
times chastise my brethren, and speak
to them in the language of reproof, there
is not a father who feels more tenderly
towards his offspring, and loves them
better than I love this people; and my
Father in heaven loves them; my heart
yearns over them with all the emotions
of tenderness, so that I could weep like

a child; but I am careful to keep my tears
to myself. If you do wrong, it grieves
my heart, and it also grieves the heart of
my heavenly Father. I feel continually to
urge my brethren to cease from all evil,
and learn to do well.

The fullness of the heavens and the
earth is the Lord's—the gold and the sil-
ver, the wheat, the fine flour, and the
cattle upon a thousand hills; and when
we fully understand His works, we shall
know that He is in all the earth, and ful-
fills His will among the children of men,
exalting and debasing them according to
His pleasure; for the systems, creeds,
thrones, and kingdoms of the world are
all under His control. "Shall there be
evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done
it"—or that He doth not control? The
Lord controls the whole; and in the end,
you will find He has regulated all things
right, for all will be consummated to His
glory.

The children of men are made as in-
dependent in their sphere as the Lord
is in His, to prove themselves, pursue
which path they please, and choose the
evil or the good. For those who love the
Lord, and do His will, all is right, and
they shall be crowned, but those who
hate His ways shall be damned, for they
choose to be damned.

As I was meditating on the philoso-
phy of the day, it occurred to my mind
how visible it must appear to all eyes
that the Lord does indeed work, that
it is He who blesses this people; and
yet it seems as though they cannot see
His hand. The Lord fills the immen-
sity of space. What saith the Psalmist?
"Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or
whither shall I flee from thy presence? If
I ascend up into heaven, thou art there:
if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. If I take the wings of the morn-
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts
of the sea; Even there shall thy hand


