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worlds that illuminate this little planet,
and millions on millions of worlds that
we cannot see; and yet He look upon
the minutest object of His creations; not
one of these creatures escapes His no-
tice; and there is not one of them but His
wisdom and power has produced. But
that is no matter to me, I speak with
regard to you. Is there a man who be-
lieves, or professes to believe in what Je-
sus says, where he declares by one of his
Apostles, or by more than one pointedly,
there is no half way work in this matter?
Now if you can believe it, it is directly
to the point; says he, "If you love me,
you will keep my commandments;" and if
you do not love me, you will not keep my
commandments—this follows as a mat-
ter of course; and that will show to my
Father, and to my brethren that follow
me, that you do love me; and so say I,
they that love the Lord Jesus, will keep
his commandments.

Why should I not be proud of my re-
ligion? If a man be permitted to have
pride at all; or if this people be permit-
ted to indulge in it in the least degree,
why not be proud of their religion? For
God loves it, angels adore it, all the heav-
enly hosts delight in it; it is in the midst
of an eternity of intelligence, and forms
a part of it; while, on the other hand,
all hell is opposed to it, all wickedness
is opposed to it, all men and women who
desire to make sin their refuge, hate it;
and all hell, and all its votaries hate it,
and the Lord Almighty, with all His sub-
jects, loves it; and He will yet rule tri-
umphantly over this earth. What shall
we say, will not Jesus reign and sub-
due the world? Is he not the Savior of
the world, and the only begotten Son of
the Father, and will he not accomplish
the work he came to accomplish? Is not
the earth the Lord's, the wheat, the fine
flour, the gold, the silver, the earth and
all its fullness? Can you imagine to your-

selves anything that pertains to this
earth that does not belong to its Re-
deemer? He is my master, my elder
brother. He is the character I look to,
and the one I try to serve to the best of
my ability. Should I not be proud of my
religion? I think if pride can at all be in-
dulged in, the Latter-day Saints should
be proud.

I know there are a great many peo-
ple who are not acquainted with the his-
tory of this people; I am personally and
most intimately acquainted with the his-
tory of Joseph Smith and this people,
for twenty-two years. There are a great
many people that are not; and they have
thought we have been persecuted from
state to state, and from place to place,
because of our wickedness and lawless
acts among the people. I need not say it
to my Father in heaven, to Jesus Christ
His Son, or to the holy angels, or the
Prophets and Apostles, who have lived in
former, or in latter days; for they know
it; but I can say to those who do not un-
derstand and know our history, that we
have been persecuted because we believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ, and do just as
he has told us, and not because of the evil
acts of Joseph Smith.

Joseph Smith was not killed because
he was deserving of it, nor because he
was a wicked man; but because he was
a virtuous man. I know that to be so,
as well as I know that the sun now
shines. Every man and woman who
does the will of the Father, and will
keep the commandments of Jesus Christ,
may also know, as well as myself—it is
their privilege. I know for myself that
Joseph Smith was the subject of forty-
eight lawsuits, and the most of them I
witnessed with my own eyes; but not
one action could ever be made to bear
against him. No law or constitutional
right did he ever violate. He was in-
nocent and virtuous; he kept the law of
his country, and lived above it; out of


