BELIEVING THE BIBLE, ETC.

ren and fellow travelers to eternity, how
many times have you said in your day,
and in your generation, and in your fam-
ily circles, "If I could see one man prac-
tice that religion that was taught by Je-
sus and his Apostles, I would be a Saint."
I said it many times before I ever heard
of "Mormonism," and sought for these
things, and wished for them, and prayed
for them according to the knowledge I
then had. But what did I know about
God, or about the Gospel, by what I
heard from the pulpits of the day?

I have been at the Methodists' meet-
ing many a time, and have followed up
their protracted meetings, and sought
for religion; and when people were con-
verted to the faith of Methodism, I have
seen the priest go to the water because
some wished to be baptized in the wa-
ter, but not because it was at all neces-
sary. One would say I want to be sprin-
kled; another, I want to have the water
poured upon me; and another, I want to
be plunged. All right, says the minis-
ter, either of these is just as necessary as
the other, for none of them are essential
to salvation; we only attend to them to
satisfy the candidate. Suppose the laws
of the United States were made upon
this principle, just to suit everybody's
fancy and notions, making laws for ev-
ery one to do just as he pleased—what
kind of laws would they be? What would
you think of such a lawmaking depart-
ment? Would you sustain it? Would you
send to it a man, as a delegate, to repre-
sent your case, to make wholesome laws
that would give every man his rights and
privileges? I would not have such a law,
but I would cast it out with those who
made it.

God has one mode of saving men and
women, and you cannot be saved upon
any other principle than that which Je-
sus Christ taught, and I know it. 1
can say to this congregation, and to
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every other, which thing I have said in
the United States and in Great Britain—
except you receive the words of Jesus
Christ, and those that are ordained and
sent forth by him, you are just as sure
of damnation as you are sure of dying,
and I know it. These things are plain,
and the Gospel that brother Daniel has
spoken has been revealed in these last
times. That light that was once extin-
guished by wickedness has been lit up
again. The ancient Gospel is again re-
vealed, and the Priesthood of the Son of
God, and the Latter-day Saints have this
power, and you cannot help yourselves.
That is why we are here today, that is
the reason why I am here today, in a land
of peace and plenty, and a healthy loca-
tion, with my brethren who have come
here to find a good home. Don't you find
the people here peaceable, and kind, and
affectionate, attending to their own busi-
ness? Did you ever find a more peaceable
place in your life, in the United States, or
in England, or in any part of the world,
than this? No, I defy you to find any
more peaceable place than this. The rea-
son we are here in these silent valleys is,
because we could not have the privilege
of worshipping God according to His re-
quirements in our native country. Some
of you may say, "I can scarcely believe
that;" but, as sure as you live, I have
been robbed and broken up six times be-
fore I came here, and was forced to leave
my habitation, and my substance. It is
there now, and they are welcome to it.
I am not the only person who has suf-
fered so, by a great many; and all be-
cause of my religion. We are looked upon
as the worst kind of beings on the earth.
Did you ever think of a wicked thing but
what it was placed upon us.

Joseph Smith and his brother were
killed in Carthage jail. Joseph Smith
was a Prophet of God, and I know
it. I am not testifying to this



