
SALVATION. 5

fore, disposed to separate them yet, for if
we pluck up the tares before the harvest,
we may destroy some of the good seed,
therefore let them grow together, and by
and by the harvest will come.

There is another thing, brethren,
which I wish you to keep constantly be-
fore your minds, that is with regard to
your travels in life. You have read, in
the Scriptures, that the children of men
will be judged according to their works,
whether they be good or bad. If a man's
days be filled up with good works, he will
be rewarded accordingly. On the other
hand, if his days be filled up with evil ac-
tions, he will receive according to those
acts. This proves that we are in a state
of exaltation, it proves that we can add
to our knowledge, wisdom, and strength,
and that we can add power to every at-
tribute that God has given us. When will
the people realize that this is the period
of time in which they should commence
to lay the foundation of their exaltation
for time and eternity, that this is the
time to conceive, and bring forth from
the heart fruit to the honor and glory of
God, as Jesus did—grow as he did from
the child, become perfect, and be pre-
pared to be raised to salvation? You will
find that this probation is the place to in-
crease upon every little we receive, for
the Lord gives line upon line to the chil-
dren of men. When He reveals the plan
of salvation, then is the time to fill up our
days with good works.

Let us fill up our days with useful-
ness, do good to each other, and cease
from all evil. Let every evil person for-
sake his wickedness. If he be wicked in
his words, or in his dealings, let him for-
sake those practices, and pursue a course
of righteousness. Let every man and
woman do this, and peace and joy will be
the result.

A few words more upon the sub-
ject of the eternal existence of the soul.
It is hard for mankind to comprehend

that principle. The philosophers of the
world will concede that the elements of
which you and I are composed are eter-
nal, yet they believe that there was a
time when there was no God. They can-
not comprehend how it is that God can
be eternal. Let me ask this congregation,
Can you realize the eternity of your own
existence? Can you realize that the in-
telligence which you receive is eternal?
I can comprehend this, just as well as I
can that I am now in possession of it. It
is as easy for me to comprehend that it
will exist eternally, as that anything else
will. I wish to impress upon your minds
the reality that when the body which
is organized for intelligence to dwell in,
dies, and returns to its mother earth, all
the feelings, sensibilities, faculties, and
powers of the spirit are still alive, they
never die, but in the absence of the body
are more acute. They are organized for
an eternal existence. If this congrega-
tion could comprehend that the intelli-
gence that is in them is eternal in its na-
ture and existence; if they could realize
that when Saints pass through the veil,
they are not dead, but have been laying
the foundation in these tabernacles for
exaltation, laying the foundation to be-
come Gods, even the sons of God, and
for crowns which they will yet receive—
they would receive the truth in the love
of it, live by it, and continue in it, until
they receive all knowledge and wisdom,
until they grow into eternity, and have
the veil taken from before their eyes, to
behold the handiworks of God among all
people, His goings forth among the na-
tions of the earth, and to discover the
rule and law by which He governs. Then
could they say of a truth, We acknowl-
edge the hand of God in all things, all
is right, Zion is here, in our own posses-
sion.

I have thus summed up, in a bro-
ken manner, that which I desired to
speak. We are not able to comprehend all


