4 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

watch that they themselves might be
free from it! If they were trying with
all their powers to sanctify the Lord in
their hearts, and would prove, by their
actions, that they had received the truth
and the love of it! If all individuals would
watch themselves, that they do not speak
against the Father, the Son, the Holy
Ghost, nor in short against any being
in heaven or on earth. Strange as this
may appear, there have been men in this
Church that have done it, and probably
will be again! If this people would be
careful not to do anything to displease
the spirits of those who have lived on the
earth, and have been justified, and have
gone to rest, and would so conduct them-
selves, that no reasonable being upon the
face of the earth could find fault with
them, what kind of society should we
have? Why every man's mouth would be
filled with blessings, every man's hand
would be put forth to do good, and every
woman and child in all their intercourse
would be praising God, and blessing each
other. Would not Zion be here? It would.
What hinders you from doing this? What
is the Lord or the people doing to cause
this one and that one to commit sin with
a high hand, in secret and in the open
streets?

If Elders of Israel use language which
is not proper for the lips of a Saint, such
Elders are under condemnation, and the
wrath of God abides upon them, those
who do it have not the love of truth in
their hearts, they do not love and honor
the truth because it is the truth, but be-
cause it is powerful, and they wish to
join with the strongest party. Do they
love light because it is light? Virtue be-
cause it is virtue? Righteousness be-
cause it is righteousness? No. But these
principles are almighty in their influ-
ence, and like the tornado in the forest,
they sweep all before them, no argument
can weigh against them, all the philoso-

phy, knowledge, and wisdom of men may
be set in array against them, but they
are like chaff before a mighty wind, or
like the morning dew before the sun in
its strength such Elders embrace truth
because it is all-powerful. When a man
of God preaches the principles of the
Gospel, all things give way before it, and
some embrace it because it is so mighty.
But by and by those characters will fall
out by the way, because the soil has not
depth to nourish the seeds of truth. They
receive it, but not the love of it; it dies,
and they turn away. If every person who
has embraced the Gospel would love it as
he loves his life, would not society wear a
different aspect from that of the present?

Ido not intend to enter into a detailed
account of the acts of the people, they are
themselves acquainted with them; peo-
ple know how they themselves talk, and
how their neighbors talk; how husband
and wife agree in their own houses, and
with their neighbors; and how parents
and children dwell together. I need not
tell these things, but if every heart were
set upon doing right, we then should
have Zion here. I will give you my rea-
son for thinking so. It is because I have
had it with me ever since I was bap-
tized into this kingdom. I have not been
without it from that day to this. I have,
therefore, a good reason for the asser-
tion I have made. I live and walk in
Zion every day, and so do thousands of
others in this Church and kingdom, they
carry Zion with them, they have one of
their own, and it is increasing, grow-
ing, and spreading continually. Sup-
pose it spreads from heart to heart, from
neighborhood to neighborhood, from city
to city, and from nation to nation, how
long would it be before the earth would
become revolutionized, and the wheat
gathered from among the tares? The
wheat and tares, however, must grow to-
gether until harvest. I am not, there-



