
never become citizens of the Kingdom of 
God in this world, because they fail to ex-
ercise the agency and the power that has 
been given to them in the right  direction. 
Nevertheless, they enjoy many of the bless-
ings that are bestowed upon the world in 
common. The sun shines upon the evil 
and the good; but the Holy Ghost de-
scends only upon the righteous and upon 
those that are forgiven of their sins. The 
rain descends upon the evil and upon the 
good; but the rights of the Priesthood 
are conferred, and the doctrine of the 
Priesthood distills as the dews of heaven 
upon the souls of those only that receive 
it in God’s own appointed way. The fa-
vor of heaven, the acknowledgment of 
the Almighty of His children upon the 
earth as His sons and His daughters can 
only be secured through obedience to the 
laws which He has revealed. Riches or the 
wealth of the world cannot purchase these 
things. Simon Magus desired to purchase 
the power to cast out devils with money, 
but Peter said unto him, “Thy money per-
ish with thee.” These blessings,  powers and 
privileges are not to be purchased but by 
the atonement of Christ; they are not to  
be obtained by personal influence, wealth, 
position or power, or in any  other way but 
the direct way in which God has  decreed 
that they should be obtained. Now, so 
long as the Latter-day Saints are content to  
obey the commandments of God, to ap-
preciate the privileges and blessings which 
they enjoy in the Church, and will use 
their time, their talents, their substance, 
in honor to the name of God, to build 
up Zion, and to establish truth and righ-
teousness in the earth, so long our heav-
enly Father is bound by His oath and 
covenant to protect them from every

opposing foe, and to help them to over-
come every obstacle that can possibly be ar-
rayed against them or thrown in their path-
way; but the moment a community begin 
to be wrapt up in themselves, become self-
ish, become engrossed in the temporalities 
of life, and put their faith in riches, that 
moment the power of God begins to with-
draw from them, and if they repent not the 
Holy Spirit will depart from them entirely, 
and they will be left to themselves. That 
which was given them will be taken away, 
they will lose that which they had, for they 
will not be worthy of it. God is just as well 
as merciful, and we need not expect favors 
at the hand of the Almighty except as we 
merit them, at least in the honest desires of 
our hearts, and the desire and intent will 
not always avail unless our acts correspond. 
For we are engaged in a literal work, a real-
ity; and we must practice as well as profess. 
We must be what God requires us to be, 
or else we are not His people nor the Zion 
which He designs to gather together and to 
build up in the latter days upon the earth.

I am aware that this is the last day of 
Conference, that there are many to speak 
and much to be done, therefore brevity is 
desirable. I find, too, that it is difficult for 
me to speak loud enough to be heard by 
this vast assembly.

I rejoice in the work of God. I have 
never seen a moment since I became ac-
quainted with the principles of the Gospel 
when I had the least doubt in my mind of 
their truthfulness. I have never feared, and 
do not know what the feeling of fear is as 
to the result of this work. I know that God 
is able to bear it off, and that He will do it.  
I fear often for mankind and for my- 
self, knowing my own weaknesses, better,
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