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without regard to their moral status or re-
ligious convictions. God has given to all
men an agency, and has granted to us the
privilege to serve Him or serve Him not,
to do that which is right or that which is
wrong, and this privilege is given to all
men irrespective of creed, color or con-
dition. The wealthy have this agency,
the poor have this agency, and no man
is deprived by any power of God from
exercising it in the fullest and in the fre-
est manner. This agency has been given
to all. This is a blessing that God has
bestowed upon the world of mankind,
upon all His children alike. But He will
hold us strictly to an account for the
use that we make of this agency, and as
it was said of Cain, so it will be said of
us: “If thou doest well, shalt thou not
be accepted? and if thou doest not well,
sin lieth at the door.” There are, howev-
er, certain blessings which God bestows
upon the children of men only upon the
condition of the rightful exercise of this
agency. For instance, no man can obtain
a remission of his sins but by repentance
and baptism by one having authority. If
we would be free from sin, from its ef-
fects, from its power, we must obey this
law which God has revealed, or we never
can obtain a remission of sins. Therefore,
while God has bestowed upon all men,
irrespective of condition, this agency to
choose good or evil, He has not and will
not bestow upon the children of men a
remission of sins but by their obedience
to law. Therefore the whole world lies in
sin and is under condemnation, inasmuch
as light has come into the world and men
will not avail themselves of that light to
put themselves in a proper position before
the Lord. And this condemnation rests
with tenfold force upon all those that
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have yielded obedience to this law, and
have once received a remission of their
sins, but have returned unto sin, and have
forgotten or disregarded the covenants
they made in the waters of baptism. All
men are blessed with the strength of their
body, with the use of their mind, and
with the right to exercise the faculties
with which they are endowed in a way
that seemeth good in their sight, without
regard to religion. But God has not and
will not suffer the gift of the Holy Ghost
to be bestowed upon any man or woman,
except through compliance with the laws
of God. Therefore, no man can obtain a
remission of sins; no man can obtain the
gift of the Holy Ghost; no man can ob-
tain the revelations of God; no man can
obtain the Priesthood, and the rights,
powers and privileges thereof; no man can
become an heir of God and a joint heir
with Jesus Christ, except through com-
pliance with the requirements of heaven.
These are universal blessings, they are
great and inestimable privileges which
pertain to the Gospel and to the plan of
life and salvation, which are open and free
to all on certain conditions, but which no
creature beneath the heavens can enjoy,
but through walking in the channel that
God has marked out by which they can
obtain them. And these privileges and
blessings when obtained may be forfeited,
and perhaps lost for all eternity, unless
we continue steadfast in the course that is
marked out for us to pursue. It is well, in
my judgment, that the Latter-day Saints
do not lose sight of the great privilege
that has been bestowed upon them. No
man can become a citizen of the Kingdom
of God but by entering in at the door:
there are thousands and tens of thou-
sands, aye millions of people who will
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