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rally follow the possession of wealth—pride
and vanity, self-indulgence and forgetful-
ness of God, and a disregard of the sacred
obligations and duties that we owe to Him
and to one another; and this because of the
abundance of earthly blessings which He in
His goodness has bestowed upon us. It is
said that in adversity we are inclined to feel
after the Lord, but that in prosperity we re-
member Him not. It appears to me that in
this lies the greatest danger that threatens
us today. This does not apply to the whole
people perhaps, for we are not all rich in
this world’s goods, but to individuals, and
they are not a few, but many, who are be-
ing blessed—if it proves a blessing—with
an accumulation of wealth, and I am sorry
to say that many seem to be indulging in
speculation to that extent that their whole
souls appear to be wrapt up in the love of
the world. It is very evident that some of us
are yet “of the world,” for like them, “the
more we get of it the more we want;” and
it does seem impossible to satisfy the crav-
ings of such minds for the perishable things
of time. As individuals gather around them
riches and become engrossed with the care
that naturally attaches to them, they are
prone to forget the “pit from which they
were dug,” or the “stone from which they
were hewed”—to forget God upon whom
they are quite as dependent when possessed
of wealth as when in the most abject pov-
erty. For wealth does not make men in-
dependent of God, neither does it relieve
them from the obligations that they owe to
each other. The rich are as dependent upon
God for the light of His Spirit to guide
them, and for the blessings and ordinances
of the holy Priesthood as are the poorest
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of the poor. The Lord, in this regard, is “no
respecter of persons.” The station or
worldly condition of man is not regarded
by the Almighty. It is man’s righteousness
and humility; it is the willing mind and the
obedient heart that is acceptable to Him,
and unless we are righteous and humble,
willing and obedient, He will withdraw
His Spirit from us, and we will be left to
ourselves, as others have been before us, “to
reap what we sow.” If the time should ever
come (which I do not anticipate), when the
majority of this people will be swallowed
up in the cares of the world, I know of no
remedy to check the evil and thus prevent
the destruction of the Church more effec-
tually than to be subjected to the power
and persecutions of our enemies, to be
driven and smitten perhaps until we shall
be humbled and brought to a sense of our
obligations to the Lord Almighty, and learn
wisdom by the things we have to suffer.
There are blessings which pertain to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and to the world to
come, which cannot be secured by personal
influence nor be bought with money, and
which no man by his own intelligence or
wisdom can obtain except through compli-
ance with certain ordinances, laws and com-
mandments which have been given. And it
is well, in my judgment, for the Latter-day
Saints to continue to bear in mind that the
inestimable blessings of the Gospel have
been bestowed upon them through their
faith, that a remission of sins has been ob-
tained by baptism and repentance, and
that it is only through continuing faithful
that they can retain the gifts and blessings
which pertain to eternal life. There are
many blessings, however, which are com-
mon to the human family, which all enjoy,
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