
these marriages which are to remain in 
force barely while this mortal thread of 
existence continues; we do not believe in 
a marriage that must be broken up, dis-
solved and divorced by that tyrant called 
death. Death has nothing to do with dis-
solving marriages—I mean those marriages 
that are performed according to the mind 
and will of God. Death may come in and 
separate the two for a short season, but it 
does not dissolve the marriage ties. If Eve 
dies before her husband, Adam, she is not 
divorced from him, neither is he divorced 
from her, but she considers, while dwell-
ing in a celestial paradise, that she has le-
gally and lawfully a husband in the flesh 
on the earth. Adam, if he still continues to 
live on the earth, while Eve has taken her 
flight to the eternal world, considers that 
he has a wife in heaven, though separated 
for a short time from her. She still is his 
wife, and will be his, until he himself shall 
fall into the grave, and even that does not 
dissolve the marriage tie. The great re-
demption wrought out through the only 
begotten Son—the great redemption that 
reclaims Adam and Eve from their graves, 
restores them also from this short period of 
separation that has taken place by reason of 
death; it restores them again to each other’s 
society, as husband and wife; and they will 
remain in that relationship while eternity 
shall endure.

But here arises another question—one 
of the greatest importance to the chil-
dren of men of all generations, and that 
is, are there any marriages that God will 
recognize which he is not the author of?  
In other words, supposing that two per-
sons in the Roman Catholic church, in 
the Greek church, in any Protestant 
church, or two persons that do not be-
long to any religious denomination, are

married by a minister, by a justice of the 
peace, by any person professing to have 
authority among men, to celebrate the 
marriage ceremony—have they any claim 
upon each other when death separates 
them? According to their own covenants 
they do not. The minister only married 
them till death should them part. When 
death comes along and separates these two 
persons their marriage covenant has ex-
pired; it has run out, it is at an end. But 
inquires one, will not the Lord permit 
them to live together as husband and wife, 
after the resurrection? Why should he? If 
he had joined them together, according to 
the marriage ceremony that was adminis-
tered to the first pair of immortality, then 
they could claim each other, after the res-
urrection; but inasmuch as the ceremony 
was performed by an uninspired man, not 
sent of God, and having no power to seal 
on earth that it should be sealed in heaven, 
of course their marriage covenant expires, 
that is the eternal end of their association. 
Now, the Latter-day Saints are not willing 
to go according to the tradition of the sec-
tarian denominations of the earth; but we 
desire this great, this important ceremony 
to be performed so that it may be endur-
ing, so that it never shall have an end, but 
last while eternal ages shall last.

How came we to obtain any knowledge 
upon this subject? Not of our own wisdom, 
not by searching the scriptures of truth. 
If God had not revealed himself, had not 
given instructions upon this important 
point, we should be in ignorance, the same 
as all the rest of the world; and our mar-
riages, like them, would only be for time.

Another important question arises 
right here, in relation to those mar-
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