
years have passed since the first resurrection 
of the Saints. I cannot believe that Adam 
and Eve, during these nineteen centuries, 
have been in idleness. I cannot believe that 
they alone constitute their whole family; 
but I believe that during this time they 
have been fulfilling literally the command-
ment that was given to them in the morn 
of creation and as immortal beings have 
brought forth immortal sons and daugh-
ters since their resurrection. Thus the 
commandment of the Most High was not 
made void, but is in process of fulfillment.

But let us enquire still further concern-
ing this matter; for this seems to open up 
another field before our minds. The chil-
dren of immortality are obliged to mul-
tiply, in order to fulfill this command-
ment. Hence, there is more contained 
in the Gospel in all its fulness and glory 
than what this world ever dreamt of. The 
Christian world, so called, have not looked 
forth unto the great future; they have not 
recognized the great law which God or-
dained for immortal beings to bring forth 
their species; for if our first parents must 
do this, in order to obey the command-
ment that was given before the fall, so 
must their children, or else ever be trans-
gressors, one or the other. Their children, 
I say, never can fulfill the object of the 
commandment, that was given to immor-
tal beings, unless they, as immortal beings, 
so multiply their species; and for this rea-
son, we find incorporated in the Gospel 
that Paul preached this great saying, 
“Nevertheless neither is the man without 
the woman, neither the woman without 
the man, in the Lord.” What! Can I, can  
you, can the inhabitants of the earth  
really not be in the Lord, and yet not be 
united together in the holy covenant of

marriage, the male with the female? So 
Paul says. It is a very curious kind of say-
ing, however, in the case of this genera-
tion, who have lost the knowledge of God 
though the apostasy of their fathers. They 
have all the time supposed that they could 
enter into a fulness of the glory of the ce-
lestial world without being united in the 
bonds of eternal union. But it is not so; 
it was not so in the beginning. The very 
first marriage that was ever known in this 
creation, was not a marriage between the 
children of mortality, but was a marriage 
consummated by divine authority, by di-
vine power. It was a marriage between two 
immortal beings. No other marriage could 
be so important, so essentially necessary, 
to the inhabitants of this creation, as the 
first one celebrated in the beginning. What 
do you think, Christians of the nineteenth 
century, who belong to the various denom-
inations? What are your views in regard 
to marriage? Your looks inform us. Your 
articles of faith inform us. The disciplines 
that you have, for the government of your 
churches, inform us that when marriage is 
performed among you, it is between two 
mortal beings, and they are only married 
till death shall separate and part them. 
Oh! How different from the first marriage 
on record between two immortal person-
ages, whose days, inasmuch as they keep 
the commandments of God, were never 
to end, but their lives were to be endless 
or eternal. The Latter-day Saints have a  
different form of marriage from these  
sectarians. We have a marriage in our 
church, between the male and female, 
which reaches forward to the endless ages 
of eternity; we do not consider a marriage 
of very great importance, unless it takes 
hold of eternity. We do not believe in
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