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concerning the great designs of the
Almighty. It imparts to us a knowledge
that the Lord our God intended that im-
mortal beings should multiply their spe-
cies. Can you find any place in the book
of Genesis where our first parents were
commanded to multiply after the fall? I
do not remember any such scripture. I
have read the scriptures very diligently; I
do not remember any such command. Yet
they did so, and the consequences were
that children of mortality were born—
mortal beings came upon the earth. Why?
Because after the fall, Adam and Eve be-
came mortal, and their species, of course,
were after the order of the world, mortal
in their nature. As the parents were sub-
ject to death, subject to pain, and sorrow,
and distress, and all kinds of evil, so were
all their posterity. It was contrary to the
law of God for mortal beings to bring forth
children of immortality; it was contrary to
the order of heaven for mortal beings to
multiply their species in the form of im-
mortal beings. But may we not suppose
that it was really necessary, notwithstand-
ing there was no command given, that
the children of mortality should multiply
their species? Notwithstanding the Lord
said nothing to Adam and Eve upon this
subject after the fall, so far as it was writ-
ten, yet we may suppose it was accord-
ing to his purpose and design that they
should multiply children of mortality, even
though he gave them no command after
their fall to this effect. They have contin-
ued to do so, and their children after them,
in all of their generations, until the pres-
ent time, and will continue to do so in fu-
ture generations, until the earth has filled
the measure of its creation, according to
the number of souls that existed before the
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world was organized, in the family of the
two-thirds who kept their first estate.

But will the time come in the endless
duration of the future, when our first par-
ents will fulfill that command which was
given to them while they were yet children
of immortality? In other words will the
time ever come when Adam and Eve will
become immortal and carry out the com-
mand that was given to them in the days
of their first immortality? I answer, yes;
without this, the command of God never
could be, in all respects, fulfilled. Though
there should be hundreds of thousands of
millions, or more, of the descendants of
those mortal beings come here upon the
earth, the command is not fully complied
with; though he may have begotten sons
and daughters, Cain, Abel, Seth and many
others for some nine hundred years and
upwards, yet all the sons and daughters
he begat while he was mortal here upon
the earth did not, in all respects, fulfill the
command given to him while an immortal
being. That has to be fulfilled after Adam
and Eve are resurrected from the grave.
Have they yet been resurrected? I think
so. There were a great many that were
resurrected at the time of the resurrection
of Christ. Christ was the firstfruits of the
resurrection, and then there were a great
many Saints who came forth out of their
graves and were resurrected, and permitted
to enter into the celestial glory and dwell at
his right hand. Among the number, I have
no doubt but what our first parents, Adam
and Eve, were permitted to come forth
and enter into celestial glory; and I have
no doubt but what they have been ful-
filling the commandment given to them
before they fell. Nearly two thousand
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