VISIONS OF MOSES, ETC.

unto me—Father, thy will be done, and
the glory be thine forever. Wherefore,
because that Satan rebelled against me,
and sought to destroy the agency of man,
which I, the Lord God, had given him,
and also, that I should give unto him
mine own power by the power of mine
Only Begotten, I caused that he should
be cast down; And he became Satan, yea,
even the devil, the father of all lies, to
deceive and to blind men, and to lead
them captive at his will, even as many
as would not hearken unto my voice.
And now the serpent was more subtle
than any beast of the field which I, the
Lord God, had made. And Satan put
it into the heart of the serpent, (for he
had drawn away many after him,) and
he sought also to beguile Eve, for he
knew not the mind of God, wherefore he
sought to destroy the world. And he said
unto the woman: Yea, hath God said—
Ye shall not eat of every tree in the garden? (And he spake by the mouth of the
serpent.) And the woman said unto the
serpent: We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden; But of the fruit of the
tree which thou beholdest in the midst of
the garden, God hath said—Ye shall not
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest
ye die. And the serpent said unto the
woman: Ye shall not surely die; For God
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil."
These few words which I have
read from the "Pearl of Great Price,"
were suggested to my mind immediately before rising to my feet. The
short history that is here given, by
new revelation to Joseph the Prophet,
contains a vast amount of information for so few words.
It shows
the origin of evil, pertaining to the
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inhabitants of this creation. I do not
suppose that this was the first origin of
evil. We do not consider that this creation on which we dwell was the first one
that was made. We do not consider that
the rebellion which took place in heaven
prior to this creation was the first rebellion that had ever existed. We do not
consider that those beings who rebelled
were the first ones that ever had their
agency; but we believe that God has always been at work, from all eternity; and
that the creations which he has made are
innumerable unto men. No man is capable of conceiving of the number. And
those creations were made to be inhabited by rational, intelligent beings, having their agency. But this seems to be
the origin of evil so far as the inhabitants
intended for this earth, and who were
then living in heaven, were concerned.
They had their agency; and when I speak
of the inhabitants that dwell in heaven,
pertaining to this creation, I mean the
spirits of men and women. I have no reference to the mortal tabernacles which
we have received here, but I have reference to those beings who dwell within
these tabernacles, who are intelligent,
who have their agency, who had a preexistence, who lived before the world was
made. The inhabitants of heaven, who
were selected to come on this creation,
were agents, just as much as we are.
They had a law given to them, just as
much as we have. They had penalties
affixed to that law, just the same as we
have. They could keep that law given to
them in heaven, just as well as we could
keep a law given to us. They could rebel
against that law, because of their agency,
the same as we rebel against the laws of
heaven.
We have an account given here of
a personage called Satan, who stood

