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of God to receive another wife in like man-
ner if they are worthy. But if he remain
faithful with only the one wife, observ-
ing the conditions of so much of the law
as pertains to the eternity of the marriage
covenant, he will receive his reward, but
the benefits, blessings and power apper-
taining to the second or more faithful and
fuller observance of the law, he never will
receive, for he cannot. As before stated no
man can obtain the benefits of one law
by the observance of another, however
faithful he may be in that which he does,
nor can he secure to himself the fullness
of any blessing without he fulfills the law
upon which it is predicated, but he will re-
ceive the benefit of the law he obeys. This
is just and righteous. If this is not correct
doctrine then I am in error, and if I am in
error I want to be corrected.

I understand the law of celestial mar-
riage to mean that every man in this
Church, who has the ability to obey and
practice it in righteousness and will not,
shall be damned, I say I understand it to
mean this and nothing less, and I testify in
the name of Jesus that it does mean that.
But what will become of him that cannot
abide it? Says the Lord, “whoso having
knowledge have I not commanded to re-
pent? And he that hath not understanding,
it remaineth with me to do according as it
is written.” In other words he that is with-
out understanding is not under the law,
and it remains for God to deal with him
according to his own wisdom. If a man
acknowledges that he is incapable, or dis-
qualified by a lack of knowledge, wisdom
or understanding to obey this law, when
it remains with God to deal with him ac-
cording to those principles of justice which
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are written, or are yet to be revealed it is
not likely however, that he will take his
seat with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, or
share in their promised blessings.

This law is in force upon the inhabi-
tants of Zion, and he that is qualified to
obey it cannot neglect or disregard it with
impunity. But it must be observed in righ-
teousness. The commandment is “be ye
righteous as your Father in heaven is righ-
teous; be ye holy as he is holy.”

Why did the Son of God make this re-
quirement of his disciples, seeing that it is
so universally believed by the world, that
man cannot be righteous at all? Did Jesus
require anything inconsistent or impos-
sible? No, he did nothing of that kind. All
that he commanded us to do, we can ac-
complish by the help of the Holy Spirit;
but we cannot do it ourselves. Therefore
if we will seek for the Holy Spirit, the gift
of wisdom and understanding from God,
we may practice these principles of righ-
teousness, and they will make us righteous
even as God is righteous, in the sphere in
which we are called to act. We will fulfil
the law, and receive the blessing, exaltation
and reward which will follow; if we do not,
we will fail of the reward.

This is very simple reasoning, I admit.
Critics would say, these are axioms that
need not to be told. If we do wickedly,
we will be punished; if we do righteously,
we then receive blessings at the hands of
God.

May God bless you, and keep us all in
the path of righteousness, and enable us
to live the religion we have received from
Him, is my prayer, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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