PLURAL MARRIAGE, ETC.

ing from many sources, which go to prove
that the world can do nothing against,
but for us. Even their attempts to slander and misrepresent us, and their unrighteous attacks on the principles of our
religion have ever tended to excite inquiry and investigation into the facts,
which cannot but result beneficially to
us as a people. I say, the efforts of
our enemies against us have ever had a
tendency to cause people who desire to
arrive at the truth, to inquire into the
real condition of things. The more people interest themselves in this direction,
the more truth they will learn, and we
court such investigation, for there is certainly nothing connected with us, as a
religious community, in consonance with
the gospel we preach, that we should be
ashamed of, or that should not be known
by all men. It makes no difference with
the truth how much we are wrongfully
accused; nor will it permanently injure
us. If we sustain injury or suffer loss by
the misrepresentations and evils maliciously promulgated about us by our enemies, it can only be such injury and loss
as will be temporary, for when the facts
do come out, and people learn the truth,
so much the more good will be accomplished in our favor, and so much greater
injury to those who are the authors of the
falsehoods concerning us. We want nothing hidden or covered up, neither can we
respect any principle or individual that
will not bear the daylight and the most
careful investigation. Since 1830, the Elders of this church have been faithfully
endeavoring to promulgate the gospel
which we have received to every nation and people, without distinction as to
race or color that would receive them; in
other words they have diligently sought
to "expose 'Mormonism'" to the world.
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We are not ashamed of our domestic relations, so far, at least, as they exist in accordance with the principles of
the Gospel, nor does any right-minded
man or woman feel in his or her heart
to shrink in any manner from the most
rigid exposition of correct views in relation thereto. It is true that in common
with mankind generally, we do not like
our faults made public, we shrink from
that, and it is natural that we should.
It is very proper that we should feel a
reluctance to have our weaknesses and
imperfections exposed to the world, or
even to our neighbors. This feeling is a
very proper incentive to us to continue in
the work of self-improvement, until we
shall overcome the weaknesses we have
inherited, living nearer to the principles
of life and salvation which we have received. But the errors of man affect not
in the least the principles of the Gospel
of the Son of God. You show me a man
who has embraced the Gospel in its entirety, in faith and practice, and I can
then point to a man who has overcome
the follies and weaknesses of the flesh;
or show me a man who is trying to live
according to these principles, and I will
show you a man who is trying to overcome his weaknesses. Hence there can
be no blame attached to the doctrines of
our faith, because of the infirmities and
shortcomings of mankind; but we should
rather attribute such weaknesses to
their proper source—the defectiveness of
man, or to his failure, at least, to comply
with those principles which are calculated to correct every evil, and to establish man in righteousness. It is perhaps
a difficult thing for us, under the circumstances in which we are placed, the
traditions of the fathers clinging to us,
the practices of the world before us, and
the temptations to evil so continually

