
people before whom the mountains and 
the hills tremble and flee; shall a people of 
that description fall down and be crowned 
by another people? Who are this other 
people, that is, these highly favored chil-
dren of Ephraim? What particular blessing 
has the Lord for Ephraim? He holds the 
birthright. “Ephraim is my firstborn,” saith 
the Lord in the 31st chapter of Jeremiah. 
The firstborn in the great latter-day work, 
holding the keys of blessings for all the 
twelve tribes of Israel. God has an order 
in his kingdom. Certain blessings can be 
received in one way; other blessings are 
ordained to be received in another form, 
by certain authorities that are appoint-
ed, and who hold the keys pertaining to 
these blessings. God did not take away 
the birthright of Reuben, the firstborn of 
Israel, and transfer it to the heads of the 
sons of Joseph for a purpose that was of no 
particular account; but he transferred the 
birthright from Reuben to Joseph that they 
might hold it as the firstborn among all the 
tribes of Israel, to bless them in the latter 
days.

How long will they who come from 
the north countries tarry in the heights of 
Zion? Some time. They have got to raise 
wheat, cultivate the grape, wine and oil, 
raise flocks and herds, and their souls will 
have to become as a watered garden. They 
will dwell in Zion a good while, and dur-
ing that time, there will be twelve thou-
sand chosen out of each of these ten tribes, 
besides twelve thousand that will be cho-
sen from Judah, Joseph, and the remaining 
tribes, one hundred and forty-four thou-
sand in all. Chosen for what? To be sealed 
in their foreheads. For what purpose? So 
that the power of death and pestilence 
and plague that will go forth in those days 
sweeping over the nations of the earth will

have no power over them. These par-
ties who are sealed in their foreheads will 
go forth among all people, nations and 
tongues, and gather up and hunt out the 
house of Israel, wherever they are scattered, 
and bring as many as they possibly can into 
the Church of the firstborn, preparatory to 
the great day of the coming of the Lord. 
One hundred and forty-four thousand mis-
sionaries! Quite a host. All this has got to 
take place. There are persons in this con-
gregation who will be in the midst of Zion, 
when the ten tribes come to Zion from the 
north countries, and will assist in bestow-
ing the blessings promised by the Almighty 
upon the heads of the tribes of Israel. There 
are servants of God in the midst of this 
congregation who will lay their hands upon 
many of each of these twelve thousand, 
chosen out of the ten tribes, and set them 
apart as missionaries to visit the nations of 
the earth and hunt up the remnants of the 
seed of Jacob.

Having spoken concerning the gath-
ering of the ten tribes, I will refer again 
to their Prophets. “Their prophets shall 
hear his voice.” Do not think that we are 
the only people who will have Prophets. 
God is determined to raise up Prophets 
among that people, but he will not be-
stow upon them all the fulness of the 
blessings of the Priesthood. The ful-
ness will be reserved to be given to them 
after they come to Zion. But Prophets 
will be among them while in the north, 
and a portion of the Priesthood will be 
there; and John the Revelator will be 
there, teaching, instructing, and pre-
paring them for this great work; for 
to him were given the keys for the 
gathering of Israel, at the time when 
he ate that little book while on the  
Isle of Patmos. At that time, John was 
a very old man; but the Lord told him
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