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in the New Testament, that for every idle
word and every idle thought men shall
give an account in the great judgment day.
Hence these words and thoughts must be
had in remembrance either in books, or
impressed upon the minds of beings who
are capable of retaining all things in their
remembrance. There must be some way by
which the idle words and thoughts of the
children of men shall be kept in remem-
brance, and if the dead are to be judged
out of the books that are to be opened, we
should naturally draw the conclusion that
they are memorandum books of the idle
words and thoughts of the children of men.

We also read in the Book of Mormon—a
record which all Latter-day Saints profess
to believe in, and consider equally sacred
with the rest of the word of God that is
recorded in the Bible and elsewhere—the
sayings of Jesus, that were spoken on this
continent some eighteen hundred years
ago. Jesus says— “All things are written by
the Father.” I suppose by his agents, that
is through his direction, by his author-
ity. “All things are written by the Father.”
Taking all these passages of Scripture to-
gether, we may look for a general reckon-
ing with all the inhabitants of this earth,
both the righteous and the wicked. How
long this day, called the day of judg-
ment, will be, is not revealed. It may be
vastly longer than what many suppose. It
seems to me that unless there were a great
number engaged in judging the dead,
it would require a very long period of
time; for, for one being to personally in-
vestigate all the idle thoughts and words
of the children of men from the days of
Adam down until that time, it would
require a great many millions of years,
and therefore I come to another conclu-
sion, namely, that God has his agents,
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and that through those agents the dead will
be judged.

This reminds me of what was said by
the Apostle Paul when reproving the an-
cient Christians for going to law one with
another. He tries to shame them out of this
evil practice by referring them to the low-
est esteemed among them that were called
Saints. Says he, in substance—“Let them
be your judges, it is not necessary for you
to go to the highest authorities, but let
even those who are least among you be-
come judges in regard to many of these
things that you now take before unbeliev-
ers, and for which you require a judgment
from those who have nothing to do with
the Saints of God,” or rather with the
Gospel in which they believed. And, in
connection with these sayings, he asks this
question—“Know ye not that the saints
shall judge the world?”

This reminds me of some sayings that
are recorded in the Book of Mormon, as
also of others contained in the Bible. Jesus
said to his twelve disciples or Apostles—
“You that have followed me, in the regen-
eration when the Son of man shall come
sitting upon the throne of his glory, then
you shall also sit upon twelve thrones, and
shall eat and drink in my presence, and
shall judge the twelve tribes of Israel.” It
seems, then, that there are certain person-
ages to be engaged in judging the world.
The Twelve Apostles are to judge the
twelve tribes of Israel, and the Saints will
be set to judge the world.

The Book of Mormon, speaking on
this same subject, informs us that there
were Twelve chosen among the ancient
Nephites on this American land, and that,
while the Twelve chosen by Jesus on the
continent of Asia were to judge the twelve
tribes of Israel, the Twelve chosen from
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