MEETING OF ADAM WITH HIS POSTERITY, ETC.

substance capable of being dissolved and
crumbling back, in a few years to the el-
ements, yet there was a miracle wrought
upon these plates of brass. The Prophet
said that these plates of brass should
not be dimmed by time, that God would
preserve them to the latest generations.
What for? In order that they might come
forth and their contents be translated by
the Urim and Thummim, that these con-
tents might be declared to all nations,
and kindreds, and tongues, and people,
who were the descendants of Lehi upon
the face of all this continent, from the
frozen regions of the north to the very ut-
most extremities of South America. That
all these nations should come to a knowl-
edge of the things contained on those
plates of brass.

Now the Lord did many things of this
kind in ancient days. If there should
be any strangers present let me show
you how the Lord can do many wonder-
ful things. Let me refer you to the pot
of manna, the substance of which would
not keep over twenty-four hours, except
on Sunday, and then it was preserved
from becoming nauseous. But on a cer-
tain occasion the children of Israel were
to collect a pot of this manna, and it was
placed in the Tabernacle of the congrega-
tion, and instead of becoming nauseous,
it remained just as fresh in future gener-
ations, as on the morning it was gleaned
up.

Certain rods were gathered up to rep-
resent the twelve tribes of Israel, and
Aaron's rod budded and blossomed in
one night; and that was handed down
from generation to generation. And
hence we see that God did work mira-
cles for his people on the eastern conti-
nent. Is it any more marvelous that he
should preserve the brass plates from be-
ing dimmed by time? No. They exist,
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and in the own due time of the Lord, he
will inspire a mighty seer, and give him
the Urim and Thummim, and enable
him to bring forth these sacred scrip-
tures.

Now, to show you the value of
the scripture of the brass plates, over
the Jewish records, translated by King
James, let me refer you to the Book of
Mormon. On the 24th page, speaking of
the coming forth of these records, the an-
gel said to Nephi, "The book that thou
beholdest is a record of the Jews, which
contains the covenants of the Lord,
which he hath made unto the house of Is-
rael; and it also containeth many of the
prophecies of the holy prophets; and it is
a record like unto the engravings which
are upon the plates of brass, save there
are not so many." That is, there are not
so many prophecies and revelations con-
tained in the Jewish Bible of our day as
there were upon the plates of brass. Nev-
ertheless they contained the covenants
of the Lord, which he has made with
the House of Israel; therefore they are of
great worth unto the children of men.

If you will turn to the Book of Ja-
cob in the Book of Mormon, page 122,
you will find a lengthy prophecy, or para-
ble of the olive tree, quoted from the
brass plates, by which the house of Israel
is represented—a parable of their being
planted in the Lord's vineyard; a para-
ble of the great work of the Lord in the
last days, when his servants should be
called to labor and gather these young
branches and graft them into their own
olive tree. This parable was revealed
to the Prophet Zenos, and gives great
instruction. We could also refer you
to some four or five other places where
Zenos and Zenock prophesied concern-
ing the restoration of all the house of Is-
rael in the latter days; and concerning



