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selves in the wilderness. We had to pay
our own schoolteachers, raise our own
bread and earn our own clothing, or go
without, there was no other choice. We
did it then, and we are able to do the
same today. I want to enlist the sym-
pathies of the ladies among the Latter-
day Saints, to see what we can do for
ourselves with regard to schooling our
children. Do not say you cannot school
them, for you can. There is not a fam-
ily in this community but what we will
take and school their children if they are
not able to do it themselves; and we do
not do it through begging in the East and
telling what others have told there about
this people, and about their own efforts
to establish free schools here. I under-
stand that the other night there was a
school meeting in one of the wards of
this city, and a party there—a poor mis-
erable apostate—said, "We want a free
school, and we want to have the name
of establishing the first free school in
Utah." To call a person a poor miserable
apostate may seem like a harsh word;
but what shall we call a man who talks
about free schools and who would have
all the people taxed to support them,
and yet would take his rifle and threaten
to shoot the man who had the collec-
tion of the ordinary light taxes levied in
this Territory—taxes which are lighter
than any levied in any other portion of
the country? We have no other schools
but free schools here—our schools are all
free. Our meetings are free, our teach-
ings are free. We labor for ourselves
and the kingdom of God. But how is it
with others? Have they a meeting with-
out a plate, basket, box or hat passed
round? And, "Have you got a sixpence for
us? Put in your sixpences, your half dol-
lars, your dollars, or your five dollars."
No, it is beg, beg, beg from one year's

end to another. Ever see this in a "Mor-
mon" meeting? I don't think you have
in this city, if you ever did anywhere
else. Are the "Mormons" eternally beg-
ging and sending round the hat and the
plate, and asking every stranger, "Have
you a sixpence for me?" No, we do not
want your money, we have enough of our
own, and we earned it and got it hon-
estly, we have not stolen it nor lied for it
either. Now that I am upon free schools
I say, put a community in possession of
knowledge by means of which they can
obtain what they need by the labor of
their bodies and their brains, then, in-
stead of being paupers they will be free,
independent and happy, and these dis-
tinctions of classes will cease, and there
will be but one class, one grade, one great
family.

Now, sisters, what do you say? Will
you give your attention to this? We want
to erect a house for you to do printing
in. Some one, perhaps, will use some lit-
tle argument against women doing any-
thing of this kind. But the truth is
women can set type, and read and cor-
rect proof as well as any man in the
world, if they learn how. Men have to
learn it before they can do it, and when
they tell you that that is not a woman's
business, you tell them they do not know
what they were born for. They were not
born to wash dishes, to dress the babies,
nor to have babies, they were born to go
into the field and do the work that the
women cannot do, and should not do for
fear of exposing themselves. Keep the
ladies in their proper places, selling tape
and calico, setting type, working the tele-
graph, keeping books, &c.

See a great big six-footer work-
ing the telegraph. One of them will
eat as much as three or four women,
and they stuff themselves until they
are almost too lazy to touch the wire.


