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better than to get such characters into
your schoolhouses. Not but what there is
once in a while a good man comes along
as a schoolteacher who is not a "Mor-
mon;" but, as a general thing, what have
these men done? They have planted the
seeds of infidelity in the hearts of the
children, decoyed the hearts of their fe-
male pupils and led them to ruin, and
they have turned round and cursed us.
That is the character of some of the men
our Bishops get into their schoolhouses.
There are many of our Bishops not fit
to set type, measure tape or to teach a
scholar. That is saying a good deal for
the Bishops, is it not? But it is a fact.
In many instances they have not wis-
dom enough to guide themselves one day
without getting into error. They do not
know truth from error, they do not know
a Saint from a sinner, or righteousness
from unrighteousness.

Will you, Relief Societies, devote your
time and talents and take hold of this
business? We want you to commence
forthwith. Say we take thirty thousand
dollars, and that is only a portion of what
we will pay out for schoolbooks in 1873,
and devote that to making paper and for
paying brethren and sisters for making
books, and then distribute them among
our own people. If this work is done by us
there is so much saved. Will my sisters
enlist themselves and endeavor to make
this movement successful?

We have no societies or persons to
assist us in our efforts to school our-
selves and our children; we never have
had, and the feeling that is now ex-
hibited, and which has always been
shown towards us since the organiza-
tion of the kingdom of God upon the
earth, is that those who are our en-
emies would rather spend ten, yea,
a hundred dollars to deprive us of

the least privilege in the world, than
give us one cent towards schooling our
children. When we were leaving Nau-
voo, in our poverty, we sent our Elders
hither and thither to the principal cities
of the United States, to ask the people
if they would assist the Saints. Our
brethren told them that we were leaving
the confines of the United States, hav-
ing been driven by the violence of mobs
from our homes, and how much do you
think we got in the cities of New York,
Boston, Philadelphia and a few smaller
towns? Their hearts and hands were
closed against us. From the whole peo-
ple of the United States, after making an
appeal to them in our deep distress and
poverty, we got but a few dollars, and
we were then starting into the wilder-
ness, and how we were going to live God
only knew. Well, we have got to help our-
selves, we have to school ourselves. Has
Government given us the privilege of one
acre of land to educate our children here?
No. The school land is kept from us, and
we get no benefit therefrom.

I want to say a word or two here
with regard to our schools. There are
many of our people who believe that the
whole Territory ought to be taxed for
our schools. When we have means, that
come in the proper way, we can make a
fund to help the poor to school their chil-
dren, and I would say amen to it. But
where are our poor? Where is the man
or the woman in this community who
has children and wishes to send them to
school, that cannot do it? There is not
one. When the poor complain and say,
"My children ought to be schooled and
clothed and fed," I say, no sir, not so,
you ought to yield your time and talents
to the kind providences of our Father
in the heavens according to the dicta-
tion of his servants, and he will tell each


