
are under to each other, and the impor-
tance of becoming self-sustaining, we wish 
to enlist their interest to aid us in making 
paper, by taking steps to collect the rags. 
We have an excellent paper mill here, and 
can make our own paper, as well as to 
send abroad and pay out our money for 
it, and then bring it here. We should cease 
importing paper, for paper-making is a 
branch of manufacture for which we have 
all the necessary facilities, and if we carry it 
on it will benefit us. We want the ladies of 
the Relief Societies to enlist the sympathies 
of the children, in their respective Wards 
throughout the Territory, to save the paper 
rags; we want mothers to do this, and also 
to show their children how to do it. When 
you see them throwing them out of doors, 
say, “Stop, my child, put that into the bas-
ket,” or other place designated. “We will 
wash these rags, and when we get enough 
of them we will sell them and buy some 
books for you to read.” If we can only en-
list the feelings of the sisters on behalf of 
this great interest, it will lay the founda-
tion for printing the books that we need in 
our own community, and then we can save 
this expense also. This is the first step. We 
want these cart loads of cloth saved that we 
now see kicked around the streets and lying 
around the yards. Go to the poorest family 
in this community, and I will venture to 
say that they waste rags enough every year 
to buy the schoolbooks that are needed 
for their children, and do even more. This 
is slothfulness and neglect, and produces 
wickedness. To be prudent and saving, and 
to use the elements in our possession for 
our benefit and the benefit of our fellow be-
ings is wise and righteous; but to be sloth-
ful, wasteful, lazy and indolent, to spend 
our time and means for naught, is un-

righteous; and we might think of this, and 
contemplate the facts in the case until our 
feelings and interests are so far enlisted that 
we will save our paper rags, and take them 
to the paper mill.

When this is done I want the sisters to 
so far use the abilities which God has given 
them as to learn to set type, and have your 
printing office and carry it on. It looks very 
unbecoming to me to see a great, big six-
footer stand and pick up little type and put 
it in its place to make a word or a sentence, 
a book or a paper; and when he has got his 
stick full, taking the type out of the stick 
and setting it on the galley. To see a great 
six-footer doing this, and measuring off 
tape, which is about the same, has always 
appeared to me, according to that which 
I understand, as if men were out of their 
place. I have thought so all my days. I have 
occasionally seen women in the harvest 
field, ploughing, raking and making hay, 
and sometimes, though very seldom, I have 
seen them pitch and load hay. I think this 
is very unbecoming, this hard, laborious 
work belongs to men. But when you come 
to picking up type, and making a book of 
it, that belongs to the women. I know that 
many arguments are used against this, and 
we are told that a woman cannot make a 
coat, vest or a pair of pantaloons. I dispute 
this. It is said that a man is stronger and that 
he pulls his thread stronger than a woman 
does. I will take any of these ladies to a tai-
lor’s shop, and they will snap every thread 
a tailor sews with. Tell me they cannot pull 
a thread tight enough, and that they can-
not press hard enough to press a coat, it  
is all folly and nonsense. The difficulty is  
the tailors do not want them to do it, and 
they try to shame them out of it or to
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