
in the nation. They ought to be sustained 
by us. Brother Erastus Snow related an 
incident a day or two ago in relation to 
their operations at St. George. They re-
ceived quite a quantity of cloth from the 
factory of President Young. He told the 
storekeeper at St. George not to say any-
thing about where it was manufactured. 
At the same time they received a consign-
ment of eastern manufactured goods. They 
were put side by side on the shelves of the 
store and sold to the people. There were 
very few—some two or three persons—
who knew that any of these goods were 
manufactured in the Territory. They sold 
very readily to the people, who said they 
were the best goods they had bought. They 
wore them, and they wore well. Several 
lots were received from the President’s 
factory, and sold in the same way, the 
people remaining in ignorance a good 
while as to the place of their manufacture, 
and imagining that they were brought 
from the east. There is an idea prevail-
ing among many of us that something  
manufactured abroad is better than that 
manufactured at home. President George 
A. Smith, Elder Woodruff and myself, on 
our recent visit to California, examined the 
Oregon and California goods. We went

through a woollen factory there, where 
very excellent goods were made. We saw 
some blankets and some other things 
which were manufactured there, which 
cannot be surpassed. I recollected that I 
had heard parties here, who had purchased 
Oregon cloth, praise it very highly; but in 
examining that class of goods in California, 
I found that the cloth manufactured in this 
Territory compared very favorably with it, 
and had they been put side by side, bolt 
by bolt, it would have been very difficult 
to tell which was Utah and which was 
Oregon manufacture. Indeed if there was 
any preference I was inclined to give it to 
our own cloth.

We have factories that can make straw 
hats, straw bonnets and every thing of this 
kind. We have good tanners’ and shoe 
shops, and harness shops. We have a great 
many manufactories in our Territory that 
should be fostered by us as a people. We 
should guard against luxury and extrava-
gance, and use that which is manufactured 
at home.

That God may bless us, that he may 
pour out his Holy Spirit upon this 
Conference; upon those who speak and 
those who hear, is my prayer in the name 
of Jesus. Amen.
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